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Breaking 
down Barbie
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
Asst. News Editor
Eating disorders affect seven 
million women in the United 
States. On college campuses 
alone, up to 10 percent of 
women suffer 
CAMPUS from some form 
NEWS of disordered 
eating.
These statistics, from 
womensissues.about.com, 
argue that eating disorders are 
a major problem among college 
students, an issue that is being 
addressed during Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week at 
Providence College.
Women Will, the Personal 
Counseling Center, the Student 
Health Center, and the Mental 
Health Association of Rhode 
Island have joined together to 
sponsor the event, which is 
taking place Monday, Feb. 2 
through Thursday, Feb. 5.
“I think that it’s a very under­
discussed topic on campus,” 
Michelle Sagan ’04, President 
of Women Will, said of eating 
disorders.
The idea for an eating 
disorder awareness week arose 
out of last year’s “Breaking the 
Silence,” an event where 
students were encouraged to 
discuss their own experiences 
with eating disorders.
According to Sagan, last 
year’s “Breaking the Silence” 
was part of a gender action 
project for an Introduction to 
Women’s Studies class. This 
year, the students involved in 
the project asked Women Will 
for sponsorship, and the event 
was expanded to include a week 
of activities.
The week began with a
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“Can I interest you in a story?”
by Mallary Jean Tenore ’07 
News Staff
M
ention the word 
telemarketer and 
most people will 
likely cringe. These 
notoriously reputed and often 
unwanted callers solicit calls to 
millions of Americans, 
including college students. 
And although some wish it 
were not the case, Providence 
College is no exception.
An influx of telemarketing 
calls has led many disgruntled 
students to question how and 
why these companies are 
getting their numbers. Chase, 
Capitol One, and Visa are just 
a few of the companies from 
which students have reported 
receiving calls.
According to Carmine 
Piscopo, manager of telecom­
munications for Providence
College, the College is not 
responsible for the dis­
semination of numbers.
“We do not know how they 
get the numbers,” said Piscopo 
in an interview last week. “We 
don’t give out the numbers even 
if someone calls the switch­
board asking for them.”
Piscopo said that tele­
marketers generally obtain 
numbers of those students who 
have established business 
relationships in the past. 
Business relationships are often 
started when an individual 
makes an online purchase or 
fills out a credit or sweepstakes 
form. Once any personal 
information has been given, the 
company has the right to call the 
individual’s residence. Those 
students who have not shared 
contact information with a 
business are most likely the 
target of a guessing game in
which telemarketers choose an 
exchange such as 865, and 
then randomly dial proceeding 
digits.
While the College does not 
reportedly disperse students’ 
numbers, it can not block 
numbers either. “Because 
we’re technically a business, 
I can’t go to the Do Not Call 
List and block out every 
student’s number. The burden 
is on the student to do that,” 
said Piscopo.
Administered by the 
Federal Trade Commission, 
the National Do Not Call 
Registry is an anti­
telemarketing service that 
deters telemarketers from 
deluding residences with 
unsolicited calls for up to five 
years. Students can register for 




by Megan Comerford ’06
Senior News Staff
The Department of Art and 
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and the Cult of the Royal Ka:
Standing at the Birthplace of the 
World,” by Lanny Bell, Adjunct 
Professor of Egyptology at 
Brown University.
Bell, a fast-talking and 
humorous speaker, has spent 
nearly four decades studying 
and excavating the temple at 
Luxor, Egypt, and has also led 
39 tours through the country, 
making him “eminently 
qualified,” according to Dr. 
Susan Heuck Allen, Adjunct 
Associate Professor of the
Department of Art and Art 
History at Providence College. 
When Bell first visited
Luxor in 1967, he described 
himself as being “immediately 
attracted to the Luxor Temple,” 
a site on the Nile River dating 
to the New Kingdom (1070-332 
BCE) and primarily constructed 
under Amenhotep III and 
Ramesses II.
His interest peaked, Bell 
began a 25-year long quest to 
discover “what exactly took 
place in the temple at Luxor” — 
information that had eluded his
archaeological predecessors. 
Bell’s research has led him
to conclude that the annual Opet 
(Luxor) Festival reaffirmed the 
reigning monarch’s right to rule 
through the transferral of Amen 
Ra’s powers to the king, thereby 
securing total regeneration and 
preventing chaos.
“The whole festival relates 
to the death of the world and the 
rebirth of the world...and was
Yale professor discusses merits of DWC
By Meghan Welsh ’06
News Staff
A defining element of an 
education at Providence
College is the daily grind of 
studying for Development of 
Western Civilization for two
LECTURES





out in large numbers to hear Dr. 
Donald Kagan’s lecture in 
response to the question that PC 
students ask themselves during 
their freshmen and sophomore 
years: “Why do we study the 
Development of Western 
Civilization?”
Kagan, a professor at Yale 
University, visited Providence 
College on Wednesday evening 
as part of a lecture series 
designed to supplement the 
Development of Western
Civilization courses. Lectures 
are scheduled to continue 
throughout the semester as part 
of the program. In his 
introductory remarks, Dr. James 
Keating noted that the lecture 
series would seek to “nourish 
and complete the study of DWC 
for both students and 
professors.”
Kagan has been a member of 
Yale University’s faculty since 
1969, where he served as Dean 
of the school from 1989-1992. 
He received the distinguished 
Sterling Professorship, one of 
the school’s highest honors for 
a professor. He has written 
many books on Western 
Civilization, including The 
Western Heritage, which is used 
here at Providence College as a 
textbook for DWC courses.
As a specialist in Ancient 
Greek History and Culture,
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Dr. Donald Kagan of Yale University shared his thoughts 
about DWC and its relevance to a college education.
performed in coordination with 
the annual flooding of the Nile 
[at the end of the agricultural 
cycle],” explained Bell.
Bell offered a surfing 
analogy decribing the gods as 
riding “the wave of the Nile” 
from Karnak, a connected city 
to the north, to Luxor in order 
to rejuvenate themselves, the 
king, and the world.
But what did the ceremony 
at the Temple of Luxor entail? 
The site yielded the answer to 
the very question it posed, 
providing an account of the 
ceremonies that took place in 
the reliefs carved onto the 
temple walls and columns that 
only had to be “disentangled” 
by Bell and his team.
One of the first steps was 
identifying the depictions of 
birds as representing the lower 
class people of Egypt. Bell said 
that the carvings literally 
indicated to the populace where 
to stand and what direction to
EGYPTIAN ART/Page 3
COMMENTARY ►
Are school vouchers for parents the way to 
solve the education crisis? Our writers face off 
in a Heart of the Matter.
PAGE 8
VALENTINE’S DAY ►
The big day is just around the corner — but 
don’t sweat, The Cowl has just what you need 
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College Bowl students compete 
in test of knowledge
On Saturday, Jan. 24, the annual 
College Bowl was held at Providence 
College, with 14 teams competing in the 
event. The winning team. Pinky and the 
Brains, consisted of Dan Kabala ’05, Pat 
Brown ’05, James Manning ’05, and Jim 
McDonnell ’05.
Each team competed in four rounds 
of head-to-head competition, answering 
questions about a range of topics, after 
which the top four teams went on to the 
semifinals. The winners of the event 
received t-shirts.
After the competition, four all stars 
were chosen to compete in the regional 
tournament, which will be held at the 
College on Feb. 21. Kabala, Kate 
Treadway ’06, Nate Mockler ’06, and 
Kyle Hill ’06 will be representing PC at 
this year's tournament, where they will 
compete for a chance to attend the 
National College Bowl tournament.
—Stephanie Barkus ’05, with 
contributions from Katie Rusinko ’04
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Students await the next barrage of questions during the College Bowl.
Campus Calendar for Feb. 6 to Feb. 12



























Morning Juliet) at 
Blackfriars Theatre
9 p.m.
Watch Sex and the 




Lecture by Ace and
CT from Real




“Interview skills for 
summer jobs and 
internships,” Slavin 




Whole Truth About 
the War in Iraq” 
followed by an Iraq 
Teach-In in
Feinstein 400
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Annual Etiquette 













sored by: Career 
Services
4 p.m.
“Careers in Social 
Work: Alumni/ 
Guest Panel,” More 
Hall I, Sponsored 
by: Career Services
5-8 p.m.




Bowl in '64 Hall
12.Thursday
9-4 p.m.
Last chance to see 
A. Cemal Ekin’s 
exhibit “On
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Security’s latest recruit: new vehicle added to force
By Stephanie Wodowski ’04 
Senior News Staff
If you look closely at 
Providence College Security 
vehicles, you might notice the 
new 2004 Ford Explorer that 
has been
 cruising a- 
SECUR1TY | round campus.
 The leased 
vehicle is one 
of the changes that Major John 
Leyden, Executive Director of 
Safety and Security, has made 
since assuming his new 
position. The combination of 
the new SUV, four bikes 
(weather-permitting), and more 
foot patrols make for a diverse 
combination of on-campus 
security.
“I have made a few minor 
policy changes,” said Leyden. 
These include reinforcing that 
security is to greet students, 
staff, and visitors when they 
come onto campus and stricter 
enforcement of regulation 
violations.
New policy also includes 
checking parking permits and 
the parking situation in general. 
“Parking is always an issue, but 
it’s nothing that we can’t control 
through enforcement,” com­
mented Leyden. “We now tow 
vehicles with more than three 
violations. This was actually 
instituted by Jacqueline 
MacKay [Assistant . Vice 
President of Student Services].”
According to Leyden, 
security has been keeping a 
close watch on the construction 
taking place on lower campus. 
There is an officer there all 
through the night to prevent 
trespassing, vandalism, and 
theft.
In addition, the Security 
Department is in the process of 
hiring two new officers. “When 
I came on, the administration 
offered to make two new 
positions available. I also 
wanted to add a new shift. After 
consulting with my officers, I 
decided to add the extra shift 
Wednesday through Saturday 
from 10 p.m. to 8 a.m. These 
are the four busiest nights on 
campus, and I believe more 
coverage will be beneficial for 
everyone.”
Some students already seem 
to be able to feel the stronger 
presence of security. Dana 
Pelliccio ’04 said, “Eve noticed 
more officers lately, checking to 
make sure doors aren’t propped 
and securing the residence halls,
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Security Officer Nick Nicolace drives the new security vehicle leased by the College.
which is much appreciated.”
Others, however, feel there 
is still work to be done. “There 
seem to be more cars driving 
around, but the road is not 
where people get mugged,” said 
Eric Traugott ’05. “The unsafe 
dark corners and alleys still 
seemed to be unmonitored.”
When asked about his 
feelings on the new Providence 
Police substation, set to open 
mid-February at the intersection 
of Eaton St. and Douglas Ave., 
Leyden said, “I feel great about 
it. I think there’s going to be a 
strong, healthy partnership 
between the school and the 
police department. I’ll be glad 
to have the presence of the 
Providence Police in the area.”
Egyptian art: Bell explores the Cult of the Royal Ka
continued from front page 
face during the annual 
ceremony.
The reliefs have also yielded 
information regarding the 
festival musicians, military 
attachments, and sacrificial 
oxen.
However, it has been the 
reliefs of the Ka and the 
deification of the various rulers 
that has held much of Bell’s 
attention over the years.
“A Ka,” Bell explained, “is 
one of several aspects of the 
human person or psyche,” such 
as the heart or the spirit. While 
everyone has Ka, only the king 
had royal Ka which are 
ancestrally inherited from the 
Egyptian gods. Therefore, the 
depiction of royal Ka (two bent 
arms meant to protect the 
pharaoh) indicates deification.
“[I had] never seen a temple 
so full of royal Ka, which made 
me realize this is the Temple of 
Royal Ka [where pharaohs were 
deified],” explained a pas­
sionate Bell.
With this knowledge Bell 
was able to follow the relief 
carvings of pharaohs being 
reborn, often portrayed as 
grown men nursing from their 
mothers or female goddesses.
“Egyptians do these won­
derful things when they’re 
trying to tell us something 
important,” said Bell of the 
reliefs and the symbolism that 
was employed.
The examination of the 
Temple at Luxor produced not 
only answers, but more 
questions which Bell set out to 
resolve, such as the carvings of 
Alexander the Great with royal 
Ka found on both the Temple at 
Luxor and the one in Karnak.
Bell reasoned that 
“Alexander knew what the 
temple was all about and was 
trying to be a god-king.” 
Though he never visited Luxor, 
he understood the important 
role it played in managing the 
Egyptian people.
What Bell described as a 
“peculiar depiction of kingship” 
— rams’ horns growing from 
pharaoh’s temples and curving 
around their ears — was also 
revealed in the study of the 
reliefs at Luxor. These reliefs 
also portrayed Amen Ra with 
rams’ horns, therefore enabling 
Bell to identify the aspect as an 
iconographic indication of 
divinity.
Similarly, coins have been 
unearthed depicting Alexander 
the Great with these horns, 
providing another example of 
the emperor’s attempt to present 
himself as an Egyptian god-king 
to the people of Egypt.
His most recent trip to Egypt 
(Bell returned two weeks ago) 
yielded a great deal of 
photographic records of the 
relief carvings at the Temple at 
Luxor that will aid in the 
continued study of the site. 
Unfortunately, the Egyptian’s 
artwork has been steadily 
wearing away and Bell predicts 
that most of these carvings will 
be lost to time within the next 
50 years.
The Narragansett chapter of 
the AIA sponsors local 
archaeological lectures and 
events throughout the year. A 







Earn REWARDS for cutting down your 
cigarette smoking!
May be eligible to participate in a research study if 
you are:
• a current daily smoker
• between the ages of 18 - 24
• enrolled in college
Earn a variety of prize rewards valued up to $100 by 
providing us with daily CO readings.
Earn cash bonuses for keeping all of your appoint­
ments.
Earn up to $175 for follow-up appointments.
For more information, please contact Polly Preil at 
444-1814 or e-mail us at REWARDS@Brown.edu.
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Barbie: Events promote eating disorder awareness
continued from front page
showing of Barbie Nation, a 
film centered on the life of Ruth 
Handler, the creator of the 
Barbie doll. It also focuses on 
the impact Barbie has had on 
American culture since being 
created in the 1950s.
The film profiles a number 
of people, including many 
collectors of Barbie dolls, as 
well as girl who became 
anorexic while struggling to 
have a figure like Barbie’s.
"You can’t blame Barbie 
solely for our generation’s 
issues with body image,” said 
Sara Stolfi ’04, secretary of 
Women Will, following the 
film. She added, however, that 
Barbie did add to these issues.
"Why give all these young 
women all over the world this 
impossible model of perfection
Telemarketing: PC students plagued by unsolicited calls
continued from front page 
effect on Oct. 1, 2003, by 
visiting: www.donotcall.gov or 
calling 1-888-382-1222?
The process of signing up 
takes less than five minutes, as 
participants are asked to provide 
only a telephone number and e- 
mail address. While the initial 
steps may be quick, there is a 
three-month interim period in 
which telemarketers can still 
technically call residences that 
have signed up to be on the list. 
Such a wait could pose a 
problem for students con­
sidering classes will have 
terminated in three months. 
Registering would, however. 
to model themselves after?” 
said Jane Lunin Perel, Professor 
of English and Women’s 
Studies and moderator of the 
discussion following the film, 
of the image Barbie portrays to 
girls.
In the film, Handler 
explained that she originally 
created Barbie as a way for girls 
to feel more comfortable about 
themselves and their bodies as 
they grew older. She believed 
she could do this by creating a 
doll with adult features.
“I almost think she started 
out good but just didn’t think 
out the rest of it,” said Stolfi.
Originally, a play was 
scheduled to start off the week, 
but after plans for it fell through, 
the decision to show Barbie 
Nation the first night was made.
Stolfi said that it made sense 
to show this film the first day, 
as it was a “light-hearted way 
ensure that the number would 
be blocked for other students in 
the future.
Elise Italiano ’06 said she 
has received four or five calls 
this semester from companies 
such as Capitol One and Visa.
“It can be aggravating 
because if I were interested in 
getting a credit card I would 
seek them out,” said Italiano. 
“College students’ phone 
numbers shouldn’t be privy to 
people outside of the campus 
and family and friends.”
She added, however, that 
although the calls can be 
irritating, she only receives 
them two or three times a month 
and therefore doesn’t find them 
to be much of a problem. “I feel 
to open up the topic.”
Other events for the week 
included “Face the Issues: 
Eating Disorder Panel” on 
Tuesday, Feb. 3, where speakers 
talked about healthy eating and 
dealing with eating disorders, 
and Killing Us Softly 3, a film 
focusing on how advertising 
affects women, shown 
Wednesday, Feb. 4.
In the film, Dr. Jean 
Kilbourne discusses the role 
advertising plays in objectifying 
women, showing a number of 
different advertisements to 
support her viewpoint. 
Kilbourne says that the media 
presents an image of women 
that is impossible to live up to, 
as many people who appear in 
advertisements are retouched by 
a computer.
According to Sagan, all the 
events of the week are in 
anticipation of Thursday’s 
that if I got more than I do now, 
I would definitely sign up to be 
on the Do Not Call List, but for 
the time being I can manage it,” 
she said.
Holding a spot on the Do Not 
Call list does not necessarily 
guarantee that all telemarketing 
calls will be blocked. Phone 
calls that are permitted include 
those from political organ­
izations, charities, as well as 
telephone surveys.
Companies also have the 
right to contact individuals with 
whom they have an established 
business relationship for up to 
18 months after the transaction 
or purchase. If customers ask 
telemarketers not to call 
however, they are required by
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Jane Lunin Perel moderated the discussion following Barbie 
Nation, the first event of Eating Disorder Awareness Week.
“Breaking the Silence.” She 
described the event as an open 
forum where women could talk 
about their experiences in a 
place where they could feel safe 
law to respect the request. 
According to the Do Not Call 
website, telemarketers who 
violate the system could face up 
to $ 11,000 in fines.
Roy Gibbs ’07, has also 
fallen prey to the telemarketing 
system. He said on average, he 
receives phone calls from cell 
phone and credit card 
companies three times a week. 
“They always call at the wrong 
time, like during dinner or at 
8:00 in the morning,” said 
Gibbs. “They call me and ask 
for my address and social 
security number, and I think it’s 
frustrating that they can intrude 
on my life.”
While many students would 
like to put an end to the 
and be listened to and 
understood.
“We really tried to have 
everything lead up to 
Thursday,” said Sagan.
telemarketing calls, others may 
not. Piscopo stated that some 
students do utilize the 
telemarketing services by 
making transactions via phone.
“Ninety-nine percent of 
students don’t want them to call, 
but there may be one percent of 
them who do,” said Piscopo. He 
pointed out that if no one were 
responding to the calls, the 
telemarketing industry would 
have been eradicated long ago. 
Piscopo said he generally only 
receives two or three calls a 
semester regarding the matter, 
and said he has not noticed a 
significant increase in the 
number of complaints this year.
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Kagan: Author’s answer puzzles some in audience
continued from front page
Kagan began his explanation of DWC 
with Hellenistic civilization and 
explained how it produced a world that 
valued excellence and victory. He moved 
on to speak of many other figures 
between ancient Greek and Roman 
civilization and today and what their 
contributions were, focusing on religion, 
science, and philosophy.
The brief time-line of Western 
Civilization formed by Kagan’s lecture 
expressed his idea that there is no 
escaping studying DWC, both in our 
own culture and by other cultures as 
well.
“Some cultures don’t have the 
challenges of freedom and reason that 
we have as individuals because of 
Western Civilization,” Kagan said. “You 
can’t put the genie back into the bottle, 
though. It must be studied. It’s not going 
ALUMNI $18
GENERAL: $20 (ON SALE 2/9 AT TICKETMASTER)
anywhere.”
Another reason that Kagan provided 
for studying DWC was that western 
culture has become important all over 
the world, even in a time when Western 
ideas are being challenged by Islamic 
fundamentalist movements. He noted 
that an overwhelming amount of people 
today want to benefit from Western 
science and technology.
“We all need to grapple with the 
Western experience,” Kagan noted. “It 
is universally relevant. Non-westerners 
need to study DWC to achieve what they 
want, and Westerners need to study it in 
order to preserve it.”
Kagan praised the study of 
Development of Western Civilization, 
but he was careful to note that we cannot 
deny the dark side of the Western 
experience.
He said, “To put reason and 
individual freedom at the center of a 
civilization is to live with the conflicts, 
turmoil, instability, and uncertainty that 
they produce. Freedom was bom and has 
survived in the space created by 
divisions and conflicts in and between 
nations and religions.”
He admitted that we must wonder 
whether the power of modern weapons 
will allow the world to survive at such a 
price.
Though many students enjoyed the 
lecture, there was clearly debate over 
whether Kagan answered the question 
that he proposed to. Some noted that the 
lecture focused on what Western 
Civilization has been, but not why it is 
so crucial for us to study.
Rob Hanson ’06 commented, “It was 
like he took the entire two-year 
curriculum of DWC and rolled it into a 
one-hour long ball.”
“He covered a lot of material within 
the lecture period, but I don’t feel like 
he answered the question at hand,” said 
Seth Linakis ’06. “I still don’t know why 
we study the Development of Western 
Civilization after listening to his lecture.” 
Mixed reactions to Dr. Kagan’s 
lecture also included positive sentiments 
from many students. Some felt that Dr. 
Kagan’s chronicle of DWC in a time-line 
fashion spoke for itself.
“His view that Western Civilization 
is different from any other culture in 
history seemed to be his defining 
argument on why we should study it,” 
said Rob Hanson ’06. “To me, that made 
a lot of sense. If the progression of our 
civilization is unique and stands out from 
all the others, of course we should study 
it in depth.”
“I’ve only had one full semester of 
DWC, but Dr. Kagan really made me 
appreciate how lucky we are to have the 
program here,” commented Rachel 
Johnson ’07. “This is the history of the 
world we live in and my education 
wouldn’t be complete without it.”
One of Kagan’s remarks about 
Providence College in his argument that 
DWC should be studied was that we are 
privileged to be one of the few schools 
that holds this curriculum requirement 
in such high esteem.
“Having a core curriculum focus on 
the Development of Western Civilization 
is a rare find for colleges in America,” 
Kagan remarked. “This powerful solvent 
of culture and society should be a central 
issue in a modern, liberal education.”
!
SNOW REMOVAL POLICY
The Weather Advisory Information line can be reached' 
by dialing ext. 1012, Updated info on weather related 
cancellations and parking instructions will be available 
on this hotline. During and after significant snow storms 
the Slavin/Peterson parking lot and the Schneider Arena | 
lot will be cleared first. Students will then be advised to i 
move their cars from Lot R to Schneider Arena and lot D 
to Slavin/ Peterson. After approximately 2 hours students 
will move their cars back to their respective lots.
353-7774




































We honor most competitor coupons.
Page 6 February 5, 2004
Bush proposes controversial budget
Rep. John Sprat (D-S.C.) said, "Today the 
President released a budget that deepens 
the deficits that his policies helped to cre­
ate."
The President's budget would increase 
the deficit to the highest level ever at $521 
billion. To address deficit concerns the 
President has included a plan that would 
cut the deficit to $237 billion by 2009. 
The President has proposed a growth rate 
on congressional spending, not including 
Homeland security or Defense of .05 per­
cent for next year, which is below the rate 
of inflation.
Regarding the increasing deficit the 
President said, “I’m confident our bud­
get addresses a very serious situation — 
that we are at war and we had dealt with 
a recession. Our budget is able to address 
those significant factors in a way that re­
duces the deficit in half.”
Joshua Bolton, the White House bud­
get director, says the President wants to 
eliminate 65 programs and cut 63 others 
that would save the federal government 
roughly 4.9 billion. Spending decreases 
include 35 million in education for the 
arts, school counseling, and Even Start, 
a program dedicated to improving 
children's reading skills.
The budget increases the defense 
spending by seven percent. These in­
creases do not take into consideration 
military spending in Iraq or Afghanistan,
which have not yet been determined. 
Domestic security spending would in­
crease by 10 percent. Foreign aid would 
grow including a 400 million increase 
to the already $2.4 billion reserved for 
fighting HIV/AIDS around the world. 
Bush also wants a one billion increase 
for the Millennium Challenge Account, 
which financially rewards countries that 
adopt democratic reforms.
Presidential hopeful Sen. John F. 
Kerry (D-Mass.) responded by saying, 
“the new Bush budget is more of the 
same — record deficits, tax cuts for the 
wealthy and special interests, and cuts 
in areas that matter to families such as 
health care and education.” Rep. Jeb 
Hensarling (R-Tx.) responded posi­
tively, “this budget is a step in the right 
direction and I hope for their work and 
other members of Congress we can do 
even more.”
In the area of tax policy President 
Bush has asked Congress to extend the 
tax cuts through 2014. These tax breaks 
include special tax breaks for individu­
als buying health insurance, long term 
care insurance, teaches buying class­
room supplies, and workers who 
telecommute from their homes. A new 
proposal, whose aim is to provide a bet­
ter means for individuals to save for 
their retirement, calls for the establish­
ment of individual savings accounts. 
Individuals would be allowed to put 
away $5,000 each year into different tax- 
free investment accounts. Lower in­
come taxpayers would be encouraged to 
save in individual developmental ac­
counts, which offer a dollar for dollar 
government savings match up to $500.
These proposals must be approved by 
Congress before becoming law. The 
saving accounts were quickly challenged 
by Senator Max Baucus (D-Mont.), 
ranking member on the Senate Finance 
Committee, “instead of providing more 
savings tools for those who are already 
saving, I would rather focus on ways we 
can help those who otherwise can't af­
ford to save to do so.” Rep. Rob Portman 
(D-Ohio) supported the lifetime savings 
accounts.
Larry Sabato, a political analyst at 
the University of Virginia, said it was no 
surprise that the White House was a lot 
more eager to talk in general terms about 
fiscal discipline than to discuss the spe­
cifics. “Incumbency carries a lot of ad­
vantages," Sabato said, "but one of the 
disadvantages is you have to make a lot 
of decisions and no decisions are more 
unpopular than budget cuts.”
Sources: Associated Press, Reuters, 
Washington Post
Six Democratic candidates challenge Bush
Weekly__
Spotlight
All the democratic presidential candidates have been critical of President George W. Bush, especially his tax cuts and plans 
for Iraq. Yet the candidates vary on specific goals and values, and come from a diversity of backgrounds. This week, The 
Cowl features four of the six candidates, including a biography, and highlights of goals and where they stand on the issues. 
Next week, The Cowl will feature Rev. Al Sharpton and Dennis Kucinich.
General Wesley Clark
After graduating first in his class at 
West Point in 1966, Gen. Clark served 
various military posts during his mili­
tary career.
He was wounded in Vietnam in 1970 
and earned a Silver Star. He taught at 
West Point for three years in the mid- 
1970’s.
In 1995, Clark served as the senior 
military advisor at the Bosnia peace talks 
in Dayton, Ohio.
Clark became a general in 1988 and 
three years later headed the National 
Training Center at Ft. Irwin, Calif, dur­
ing the Gulf War. In 1999, Clark led the 
NATO air campaign in Kosovo.
The issues:
Education: Gen. Clark plans to make 
preschool universal and to have one mil­
lion more students enrolled in higher 
education.
Economy: Clark’s Job Creation Plan will 
tax those with incomes over $200,000 
to jump-start the economy.
Environment: Gen. Clark plans to put 
policies in place that will prevent 
100,000 premature deaths caused by the 
environment by 2020.
Health Care: Thirty million people will 
get health insurance who do not already 
have it. He plans to help families mak­
ing up to $90,000 a year to save for 
health care premiums.
Source: New York Times, 
www. clarkforpresident. com
Gov. Howard Dean
Dean graduated from Yale in 1971 and 
worked at a Wall Street investment firm, 
Clark, Dodge and Co. He graduated from 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine in 
1978.
Dean began his political career in 1982 
when he was elected to the Vt. Legisla­
ture. After being elected Lieutenant Gov­
ernor of Vt. in 1986, he became gover­
nor when Gov. Richard Snelling died in 
1991.
He was elected governor of Vermont 
In 1992. In 2000, he signed the state- 
recognized domestic partnership into law. 
The issues:
Education: Dean wants to prevent cuts 
in state funding for higher education and 
vocational education. He hopes to im­
prove student health centers, increase 
parental involvement, and establish 
higher standards for teachers. He opposes 
standardized testing as an incentive to 
improve public education.
Economy: Dean plans to repeal Bush’s 
tax cuts and balance the budget. Over 
two years, he wants to use $100 billion 
to create 2 million jobs.
Environment: According to Dr. Dean, the 
environment is connected to every other 
issue, and America should set the inter­
national standard for environmental pro­
tection.
Health Care: Dean wants to strengthen 
Medicaid and to cover all people under 
age 25.
Sources: New York Times, 
www. deanforamerica. com
Sen. John Edwards (D-S.C.)
As the first person in his family to 
attend college, Edwards graduated from 
North Carolina State University in 1974 
and received his law degree from the 
University of North Carolina Chapel 
Hill three years later. He worked at a 
small law firm in Raleigh for the next 
decade.
Edwards was elected senator in 
South Carolina in 1998. In 1999, he 
was chosen by the Senate to depose key 
witnesses in the Clinton impeachment 
trial.
The Issues:
Education: Edwards wants to expand 
after-school programs, and calls for a 
plan called “College for Everyone,” in 
which students could attend college free 
for the first year if the student is willing 
to work part-time.
Economy: Edwards plans to give a 10 
percent tax credit to companies that 
keep jobs in America, and new tax cred­
its for families buying their first home. 
Environment: Edwards prioritizes clean 
air, pure water, more efficient cars, and 
supports the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge and National Parks.
Health Care: Edwards plans to offer tar­
geted help to two-thirds of uninsured 
adults, and universal coverage for chil­
dren. He emphasizes the need to help 
small businesses pay employees health 
insurance and would like to lower mal­
practice premiums.
Sources: New York Times, 
www.,johnedwards2004. com
Sen. John F. Kerry (D-Mass.)
After graduating from Yale in 1666, 
Kerry became an officer in the Navy and 
earned a Silver Star and three purple 
hearts in Vietnam. Yet his experiences 
in the war molded him into an avid anti­
war protester in the early 1970’s, becom­
ing a leader of the Vietnam Veterans 
against the War.
He received his law degree from Bos­
ton College in 1976 and was elected Lt. 
Governor in Massachusetts in 1983. He 
was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1984 
where he currently serves.
The Issues:
Education: Kerry wants to decrease class 
size, increase standards in schools, re­
build crumbling schools, and establish 
an “Education Trust Fund,” in which all 
public schools get fully funded without 
rigid accountability standards.
Economy: “Three million jobs in the first 
500 days” is Kerry’s goal as president. 
He also plans to offer U.S. manufactur­
ingjobs credit and prevent layoffs in the 
education industry.
Environment: Kerry envisions a new 
Manhattan Project, in which he plans to 
make the U.S. independent of Middle 
East oil in 10 years.
Health Care: Kerry plans to get 96 per­
cent of Americans covered, including all 
children. He also wants to strengthen 
Medicare and take on pharmaceutical 
companies, whose patents are prevent­
ing the use of generic drugs.
Sources: New York Times, 
www.johnkerry. com
The CowlWorld
by Andrew Blaylock ’05 
World Staff
On Monday, the White House re­
leased the federal budget for fiscal year 
2005 which begins on Oct. 1 of this year. 
The budget calls for an overall increase
of three and one half per­
cent from last year. Sig­
nificant spending in­
creases have been re-
quested in the areas of the military, do­
mestic spending, education, and 
healthcare. President George W. Bush 
has decreased allocated funds to nine out 
of the sixteen cabinet level agencies, in­
cluding the Environmental Projection 
Agency, the Department of Agriculture 
and the Department of Justice. The 
President continued his support of tax 
cuts, by asking Congress to extend them 
through 2014. The federal revenue is 
projected to grow by 13.2 percent to 2.4 
trillion for fiscal year 2005.
Last year's deficit reached $375 bil­
lion, the highest dollar amount in U.S. 
history. If the president's deficit spend­
ing projections are correct, the govern­
ment will borrow 22 percent of what it 
spends this year and 15 percent next year. 
In anticipation of increasing deficits 
$178 billion has been reserved to pay 
interest on the national debt. Upon re­
viewing the President's proposed budget,
NATIONAL 
BUDGET
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■ Week in Review
Compiled by Matthew Sullivan '06
Local:
State of the state — improve 
education, reject casino proposal 
“My optimism remains undaunted,’’ 
Governoi Donald L. Carcieri told Rhode 
Island citizens last night in his second 
Slate of the Slate address.
Carcieri spoke of the Station lire last 
year that killed 100 people and recog­
nized the firelighters and police offic­
ers who helped on the scene. He also 
mentioned that eight Rhode Islanders 
lost their lives in the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.
Carcieri outlined four “Pathways to 
Prosperity”— good jobs, good schools, 
good government and good place to live.
Rhode Island is performing well in 
the job economy, he said. According to 
Carcieri, last December the U.S. created 
1,000 jobs, and 600 of them are in 
Rhode Island. “How about that,” he 
said. “By my calculation. Little Rhody 
produced 60 percent of the job growth 
in this country.”
The quality of Rhode Island schools 
are below the national average and need 
improvement, Carcieri said. He listed 
several points to focus on, such as the 
creation of minimum standards for 
graduating high school and improving 
teacher training.
Carcieri spoke against the proposed 
new casino in Warwick on both eco­
nomic and social grounds. He said that 
a casino will detract business away from 
surrounding restaurants, gift shops, and 
small family-owned businesses. Sec­
ondly, gambling can become an addic­
tion. Rhode Jsland should not rely on 
casinos for money. “If we continue, we 
will soon be owned by them,” he said.
To end his address, Carcieri said, 
“We are all here in Rhode Island because 
we love it. It is a good place to live.”
National:
Kerry sweeps five states
Sen. John F. Kerry (D-Mass.) won 
five of the seven state primaries on Tues­
day — Missiouri, Delaware, Arizona, 
New Mexico, and North Dakota. “I am 
ready for this mssion,” he saifi. “From 
standing up to Richard M. Nixon to 
stopping George Bush and the big oil 
companies from drilling in the Alaska 
wildlife refuge, I know how to take on 
those powerful interests. I've done it all
College Colleges unite 
News for law program
by Kathryn Treadway ’06 
Asst. World Editor
With increasing concern over the 
poor job market, many higher education 
institutions are creating accelerated pro­
grams to allow students to get multiple 
degrees up to a year earlier. The most 
recent of these programs is a collabora­
tion between the University of Illinois 
at Chicago and Chicago-Kent College 
of Law.
This dual degree program allows 
UIC students to complete a bachelor’s 
degree and a law degree within six years 
— a year less than the three year law 
school program.
Stanley Fish, dean of UIC College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, says he 
believes, “A collaborative educational 
program of this nature between a major 
public research university and a lead­
ing private law school is unique. It is 
my hope that this wonderful new pro­
gram will be just the beginning of a very 
close relationship between these two 
excellent institutions.”
Both institutions hope that the new 
program will generate cross-institu­
tional faculty appointments, joint semi­
nar programs, and collaborative legal
my life."
Sen. John Edwards (D-S.C) won 
South Carolina and Gen. Wesley Clark 
won Oklahoma.
After a disappointing day at the polls. 
Sen. Joe Lieberman (D-Conn.) dropped 
out of the race, leaving the race to six 
candidates.
Deadly poison found in Senate 
office building
On Monday afternoon a suspicious 
substance was found in mail sent to the 
office of Senate Majority Leader Bill 
Frist (R-Tenn.). After repeated tests, the 
substance was confirmed to be ricin, a 
deadly poison if inhaled, ingested, or in­
jected. As a precaution, all three Senate 
office buildings were closed on Tuesday, 
which led to the cancellation of meetings 
and committee hearings.
People on the same floor as the Ma­
jority Leader’s office were decontami­
nated although there was no indication 
that anyone had become sick. Evidence 
that ricin has taken effect usually appears 
eight hours after initial contact.
In November, 2001, another powder- 
like poison, anthrax, was found in the 
mail of the Senate Minority Leader Tom 
Daschle (D-N.D.) and Sen. Pat Leahy (D- 
Vt.). No one has been charged in con­
nection with the Anthrax mailings.
Prison hostage released after 14 days
A prison guard was released from the 
guard tower where she was being held 
captive by two inmates for the past 14 
days. The hostage situation, at Arizona 
State Prison Complex-Lewis, near Buck­
eye and just 17 miles south of Phoenix, 
was the site of one of the longest prison 
hostage situations in recent history.
The situation began on January 18, 
when an inmate attacked two prison 
guards. Two inmates then stormed the 
watchtower taking the two guards as hos­
tages. A male guard, also taken hostage 
was released Jan. 24 and was treated for 
minor injuries sustained during his cap­
tivity.
The situation was resolved as the two 
inmates surrendered and released the last 
hostage. The medium to high security 
prison, home to 4,600 other prisoners, is 
now returning to normal function after 
two weeks of lockdown operation.
research projects.
Emanuel Pollack, senior associate 
dean of liberal arts and sciences at UIC, 
believes this programs presents an attrac­
tive option for those students wishing to 
pursue a law degree by not only bringing 
them closer to their goal, but by appeal­
ing to their sense of frugality in this dif­
ficult economy. “It has an added eco­
nomic benefit for students who will be 
able to shave a year of classes off their 
total education bill.” Students accepted 
into this program will pay UIC tuition for 
the first three years and Chicago-Kent 
tuition for the remaining three years.
Interested scholars will apply in their 
sophomore year. Program admission is 
by no means easy. A completion of a 
minimum of 90 semester hours is neces­
sary to assure a seat in the first-year class 
at Kent-Chicago. In comparison, a 
sophomore here at PC should complete 
their sophomore year with fifty-six se­
mester hours.
It remains to be seen if accelerated 
programs giving multiple degrees actu­
ally assists students in finding apt em­
ployment or if it merely helps them by 
eliminating another year of college loans.
Source: collegenews.com
“Marriage” versus “civil union” in 
Massachusetts
I here may be no legal difference be 
Iween a same-sex civil union and a same 
sex marriage, and the distinction may 
just be semantic. Nonetheless, the high­
est court in Massachusetts released an 
opinion Wednesday saying that accord 
ing to the state court ruling last Novem­
ber, gays have the right to a “marriage,” 
rather than a “civil union.”
Vermont, for example, recognizes 
same sex civil unions but not marriages, 
and Massachusetts is the first state to ap­
prove same-sex marriage.. According to 
the Massachusetts high court statement 
yesterday, “The dissimilitude between 
the terms civil marriage' and ‘civil 
union’ is not innocuous; it is a consid­
ered choice of language that reflects a 
demonstrable assigning of same-sex, 
largely homosexual, couples to second- 
class status.”
November’s ruling cannot be ap­
pealed to the U.S. Supreme Court be­
cause the issue falls under state jurisdic­
tion. In order to be overturned, there 
must be a referendum and two votes con­
ducted in the State Legislature.
International:
Bush and Blair agree to WMD probes
Both President Bush and British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair backed inde­
pendent, bipartisan commissions early 
this week, to investigate the difference 
between American and British claims 
about the extent of Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD) before the war 
and the inability to find stockpiles of 
such weapons after the war.
Bush and Blair each got a boost last 
week on this issue because of two sepa­
rate reports. In America David Kay, the 
head of the Iraq Survey Group leading 
the search for WMD in Iraq, reported he 
did not find any evidence that the Bush 
administration exaggerated the threat 
from Iraq but said instead the issue was 
of an intelligence failure. Also, in En­
gland, the 700 page report by High Court 
Justice, Lord Hutton, cleared Blair of 
charges that he “sexed up” intelligence 
in order to justify the war.
Sources: New York Times, Associated 
Press, CNN, Providence Journal
Janet’s “Wardrobe 
Malfunction?”
It now appears that the infamous in­
cident at the end of Sunday’s Superbowl 
halftime show was an intentional pub­
licity stunt.
Justin Timberlake had said, “I’m 
sorry if anyone was offended by the 
wardrobe malfunction... It was not in­
tentional and is regrettable.”
“Janet [Jackson] engineered it,” said 
MTV Chief Executive Tom Freston. He 
said that Timberlake was informed of the 
plan moments before going on stage.
The controversy erupted after 
Timberlake ripped part of Jackson’s cos­
tume off after performing a duet during 
the halftime show, exposing one breast. 
In response to complaints, the Fed­
eral Communication Commission is con­
sidering stricter penalties for indecency 
on television. “There's now going to be 
an FCC investigation into the nipple,” 
Freston said.
The NFL said that it is unlikely that 
MTV will produce the Superbowl Half­
time Show in the future.
In another incident, a man in brief 
underwear danced around on the field 
before the second half started, and was 








“The Bud Lite one where the dude 
got bit.”
Brian Holsey ’07
“The Lays commercial with the old 
couple because grandma won.”
Brooke Freburg ’03
“The Bud Lite one with the woman 
and the horse.”
Jill Palmer ’07
“The Bud Lite one where the donkey 
tried to become a Clydsdale horse 
because I like donkeys.”
Nick Colombo ’07
Complied by Kathryn Treadway ’06
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Post-graduate 
independence 
is hard to find
by Caitlin Ford '05
Commentary Editor
Heart of the Matter
Do school vouchers unduly harm the public school system and avoid the underlying 
problems of inner-city education? Or do they aid underprivileged children in 
receiving a better education? In light of the recent school vouchers bill that was 
passed by Congress for Washington D.C., our writers face off.
As the spring semester begins, it seems all 
students who will be graduating are either 
scared to death of entering the real world, or 
are going on to graduate school. My 
 classmates, as juniors, are 
STUDENT already terrified for leaving 
LIFE  the safe haven of PC. This 
extended adolescence is 
influenced by economic and social factors that 
should be addressed in order to reverse the 
trend of young adult dependence.
College graduates today are not finding the 
blossoming economy that President Bush 
keeps promising. The job-market is relatively 
small, and most new employees must start in 
low-paying positions. This fact alone instills 
fear in the hearts of young twenty-somethings 
who feel they cannot afford to live on their 
own. In fact, more graduates move back in 
with their parents every year. According to 
the most recent census, half of men and over 
one-third of women aged 18 to 24 were living 
with one or both parents, a steadily increasing 
statistic. Graduates simply feel they cannot 
afford a plausible living standard on their own.
The real problem, however, is the 
unwillingness ofyoung people to lower their 
expectations. One may not be able to afford 
the apartment of her dreams but. with 
roommates, one can get a decent space. Even 
a studio has more room than any PC dorm. 
Paying off loans and buying things while 
saving on rent and food by living with one's 
parents may be nice, but not in comparison to 
the experience of being young and 
independent. The old adage “you only live 
once" should be a mantra for recent graduates. 
Making smaller student loan payments and 
paying rent while working one's way up the 
corporate ladder is not the end of the world. 
Nor will it ruin one economically for middle- 
and old age. On the other hand, missing the 
opportunity to live alone or w ith friends while 
young and single may be something one 
regrets forex’er.
Job qualification is another very real 
difficulty faced by recent college graduates. 
A Bachelor's degree is now often not enough  
to be considered for a high-paying job. 
Students in many majors realize the necessity 
of a Master's or Doctorate degree in order to  
progress in their field of study. In fact, a recent  
study by the Bureau of Labor Statistics found  
a significant percentage of college graduates 
working in jobs that did not require a degree 
at all. Therefore, depending on one’s parents  
while continuing one's education often appears 
to be the best option.
This is not. however, one's only option.  
Many doctorate programs provide fellowships 
that include a small stipend. While this is  
usually not enough to live on, having a job for  
which one is overqualified, such as waiting 
tables, is typically enough to cover other 
expenses. Graduates should not be ashamed 
to have such jobs, especially while going to 
school, as many professionals, especially those 
working for state government or other low-  
paying agencies, require a second job for long 
after they receive an advanced degree. Further, 
many businesses offer programs that will pay 
for most schooling, sometimes garnering a 
small portion of one’s paycheck, as long as 
that student contracts with the company for a 
prearranged number of years.
Although college graduates face many 
problems and struggles when entering the real 
world, it can be done. It is in fact, beneficial 
to do so. Becoming independent and learning 
to care and budget for oneself is an important 
step to take before one considers doing so for 
a family. Further, living autonomously permits 
a lifestyle appropriate to young adulthood — 
responsible, yet unrestrained and fun.
Vouchers only hurt already failing public schools
by Juliette Paul ’05
Asst. Commentary Edi tor
I have experienced both private and 
public schools during the course of my 
education. To be honest, a nun mea­
suring the length of my plaid skirt with 
a meter stick
HEART OF  benefited me more 
THE MATTER  than daily journal 
 hour, in which I got 
an “A" on several illustrated entries on 
my secret crush. The public school 
system needs improvement. A federal- 
funded voucher program allowing the 
transfer of public school students to 
private schools will not alleviate 
problems within public schools.
Based on last spring's test scores, 
students in fifteen public schools in the 
District of Columbia failed to meet the 
yearly progress requirements, as 
defined by the No Child Left Behind 
Act. Congress recently approved a $ 14 
million voucher program, allowing at 
least 1.700 low-income District 
children the opportunity to attend 
public charter schools or private 
schools. The program will affect 
families annually earning around 
$36,000 for a family of four and will 
give preference to public school 
students failing to make adequate 
yearly progress.
Bush’s school vouchers benefit children of D.C.
by Terence Sweeney ’06 
Commentary Staff
When John Stuart Mill outlined 
some of the foundational elements to a 
working democracy, he put education 
high on the list. For a democracy to 
work, the people 
HEART OF who are voting need 
THE MATTER to un-derstand 
proposals politicians 
make, be aware of the nation’s history, 
and above all, be able to read, write, 
and do math. If citizens cannot do these 
things, they cannot be good citizens.
So if Washington D.C., the capital 
of our democracy, has a 42% dropout 
rate (11% higher than the national 
average), 70% of fourth graders and 
47% of high school sophomores who 
lack reading pro-ficiency, a whopping 
94% of eighth graders who cannot 
perform at their grade level in math, an 
average SAT score that is 224 points 
lower than the national average, and 
37% of adults who are at a third grade 
reading level, then maybe, just maybe, 
a change needs to occur. In the capital 
of the strongest constitutional 
democracy in the world, the education 
system is a failure. This is not an 
abstract issue that in 20 years will 
become important. Right now in 
Washington D.C., poor and primarily 
black and Hispanic students are being 
abandoned in the worst schools in the 
country, while their political leaders fail 
them, and then send their own kids out 
of town to private schools.
This is not an issue with easy or
In the coming weeks. President 
Bush is expected to sign the legislation 
as part of the District of Columbia's 
full appropriations budget. Bush 
stressed the importance of this voucher 
program to educators attending the Jan. 
8-11 symposium in Washington, which 
celebrated the centennial of the 
National Catholic Educational 
Association.
I started to sweat when I found 
myself agreeing with voucher 
opponent Sen. John Kennedy (D- 
Mass.) on an issue. As a graduate of 
St. Vincent Ferrer grammar school, I 
hate the idea of prohibiting low-income 
Catholic children from attending 
parochial schools. The school voucher 
bill for the District of Columbia is a 
bold and servicing attempt on the part 
of Congress to allow less fortunate 
families the same educational 
opportunities as the wealthy. An article 
in the Jan. 23 issue of the Washington 
Post quoted District of Columbia 
Mayor Anthony A. Williams (D) as 
saying: “I have confidence in the 
wisdom of parents to make the best 
choices for their children’s education. 
It's the government’s job to provide the 
options.” On a positive note, school 
vouchers will provide District children 
with a way out of lacking public 
schools. On a realistic note, the voucher 
quick answers, but it is an issue that 
cannot be ignored or allowed to fester. 
Washington D.C. needs a program that 
will start working immediately. The 
first step in fixing education problems 
in D.C. and other cities is to institute a 
voucher system. The Supreme Court’s 
ruling in favor of the Cleveland 
voucher system has already cleared the 
constitutionality of the issue.
Vouchers will succeed in aiding 
students in Washington by getting them 
out of failing schools and in giving 
them immediate relief. They will also 
divert students from DC public 
schools, allowing for smaller class 
sizes in public schools. And from a 
long-term perspective, they will force 
D.C. public schools to improve in the 
face of competition.
Opponents of vouchers argue that 
there is little proof that they work; 
however, through a private scholarship 
program that sends D.C. kids to private 
schools, there was a 10% increase in 
the math and reading scores after the 
first year. The next typical response 
of voucher opponents is to argue that 
D.C. schools need more money. This 
argument fails to hold water 
considering that the per-pupil spending 
in D.C. is $13,078 compared to a 
national average of $7,463. What D.C. 
schools need is more efficient spending 
of money and a shedding of many of 
their bureaucratic employees that make 
up more than half of their 10,967- 
person work force.
The fact of the matter is that D.C. 
schools are failing poor families in 
program will only affect 2.6 percent 
of students in the public school 
system, while dancing around the 
more serious issue—government-run 
schools in our nation's capitol are not 
only producing failing students, but 
are not performing to the same quality 
as private schools.
That is an embarrassing fact that 
Congress admits in passing the bill. 
U.S. Education Secretary Roderick R. 
Paige and Mayor Williams are now 
selecting an organization to run the 
program. Although the bill allocates 
$13 million to public schools in the 
District, the contract for the program 
attends to private schools. The in- 
charge organization will focus on 
analyzing the progress of the 
“experiment” and developing 
guidelines and requirements for 
private schools involved. The voucher 
program would be easily acceptable 
if it was intended as temporary relief 
for current students while a federally- 
funded program revamped the public 
school system for rising students. This 
is not the case. The voucher program 
is an “experiment” supposed to help 
public school students stuck in a poor 
system.
Rather than enhancing private 
schools for transferring students, the
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Washington, and this is an issue that 
is more important than numbers and 
statistics. America, and specifically 
Washington D.C., is faced with a 
growing problem of a divided nation. 
Well educated middle class, primarily 
suburban, and white people will get 
good jobs and send their kids to good 
schools, while poor, urban and 
primarily black and Hispanic children 
are left behind in inner-city schools. 
This second group of people will 
continue to live in slums, commit 
crimes, suffer from drug abuse, and 
fail to vote just as they have in the 
past. Our country cannot exist with 
two deeply separated classes, nor can 
it exist with a racial divided caused 
by educational disparity.
If inner city schools are failing, we 
cannot leave children there to fail with 
them. Give poor parents the 
opportunity to send their children to 
good parochial, private, charter, and 
suburban public schools. This will 
help save children from bad schools 
and will help improve D.C. public 
schools too. Maybe the best argument 
for vouchers is the dozens of parents 
who were in the capital building in 
support of a voucher bill. There were 
no anti-voucher parents there. These 
families are demanding from their 
leaders a first step in saving D.C.’s 
education system, and in so doing, 
strengthening the foundation of our 
democracy.
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Valentine’s cards may not 
send the right message
by Courtney Arkell-Fargeorge ’06 
Commentary Staff
There are eight days remaining until 
Valentine’s Day. If you are romantically 
attached then you may be starting to 
think about what you should give to your 
significant other next 
STUDENT Saturday. You pro- 
LIFE bably are not really 
stressing over the 
decision of what to buy or how to spend 
the night. I am sure that I can probably 
guess what all you boys are going to buy. 
Do flowers, possibly roses, chocolate, 
and Hallmark ring a bell? Maybe you 
should think twice 
about all the  _________
Valentine’s  
standards. They 
have become tired, 
meaningless cliches. 
If you want to make 
it a memorable night, 
then I suggest that 
you go nowhere near 
aCVS. Instead, start 
up your imagination 
and get creative.
Valentine’s Day is 
the second most 
popular card-buying 
holiday; Christmas 
being the first. An 
estimated one billion 
Valentine’s Day 
cards are sold every 
year. Cards have been mass produced 
for the designated day of love since the 
early 1900’s. However, before factory 
made cards were commonly swapped, 
people actually crafted their own 
valentines. The Victorian era is probably 
most famous for its card craftiness and 
ingenuity. Today we go to the store to 
choose from a vast array of cards that 
basically all say the same thing. They 
are directed to that “special” love in our 
lives and they all have hearts or roses 
scattered on their fronts. “Special” or 
any other key love-related words have 
been completely stripped of any 
meaning through excessive over-use by 
greeting card authors. If you want to 
give the one you love a card that bears 
any significance this year, I suggest that 
you do it the old fashioned way and 
make your own. If you do not have an 
artistic bone in your body and are 
imagining pasting doilies to red 
construction paper right now, do not get 
discouraged. Search your local card 
store high and low for a blank note card. 
Do not fill it with sweet nothings that 
you have heard a thousand times before. 
Instead, write in it what you really want
Do not fill it with 
sweet nothings that 
you have heard a 
thousand times before.
Instead, write in it 
what you really want 
to say to its recipient; 
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to say to its recipient; not what Hallmark 
or American Greetings would say.
The card is almost always 
accompanied by flowers. Red roses to 
be exact. Or maybe if you are in a daring 
mood, roses in a lovely shade of pink. A 
bouquet of flowers is a gift that will never 
go out of style. And of course, your 
significant other is probably going to 
expect roses, so you do not want to 
disappoint her. But the classic dozen rose 
bouquet may need a little tweaking. A 
good way to spruce up the traditional 
flower offering is to cut back on the roses 
and to add some unexpected flower 
varieties. Go to the florist and ask them 
to make a mixed 
bouquet of roses and 
other flowers of your 





have a sickening 
smell and the baby’s 
breath adds nothing 
to a bouquet.
Now it is time to 
discuss the chocolate. 
Everyone loves 
chocolate, well 
almost everyone, so 
do not hesitate to buy
--------------- 7 7 a box for your date. 
Although it is 
probably best to leave 
Russell Staffer in aisle three. Candy 
filled with pink marshmallow and made 
of artificial this and that is not very 
appetizing. Quality is key when it comes 
to chocolate. However, if you do not feel 
like spending top dollar for Godiva in 
addition to your other gift endeavors, you 
can redeem yourself with a delicious 
meal. If you plan on going to a 
restaurant, make sure it has plenty of 
dishes on the menu that your date would 
like. It does not have to be an overly 
fancy establishment as long as you know 
if has the potential to please whoever you 
are with. If you are a budding chef, then 
a home cooked meal would also be 
delightful. Either way, any meal that 
does not have to be eaten at Ray will, 
without a doubt, contribute to the success 
of the night.
A little extra effort in any of these gift 
areas will certainly refresh and revitalize 
your Valentine’s Day. Remember that it 
is a day to make a point of how much 
you care about the person you are with. 
So be sure to make a lasting statement - 
do not let your efforts fade in with all of 
your date’s previous Valentine’s Day 
memories.
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Dennis Miller runs for Fourth Grade Class 
President.
by Dustin Kahoud ’04
Vouchers: Bill undermines 
public schools
Continued from Page 7
contract should direct program efforts 
toward restoring quality education in the 
public school system, where the problem 
started in the first place. During a Jan. 
24 online interview, Jeanne Allen, 
president of the Center of Education 
Reform, told the Washington Post, 
“Money is not the issue as to why D.C. 
students score below every other similar 
state or city. The money is important, but 
only if it’s spent on things that make 
schools work well...You have to give 
control over the money that we have to 
people who know how to run schools and 
how to educate children.” This seems 
like the most sensible prescription: 
allocate the money to a program 
dedicated to instituting in public schools 
what a low-income family might find 
more advantageous in private schools. 
Greater emphasis on discipline, for 
example. Stricter requirements for a 
hard-core curriculum, for the next.
The official site of the U.S. 
Department of Education outlines an 
agenda: “to ensure equal access to 
education and to promote educational 
excellence throughout the nation.” 
Keeping education excellence close to
Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar­
ies and Letters to the Editor from all 
members of the Providence College com­
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the 
writer’s name, signature, and a phone 
number where they can be reached. Ar­
ticles will be printed as space permits. 
Letters should be no more than 250 words 
in length. Guest commentaries should be 
limited to 700 words in length and only 
one will be published per week The Cowl 
editorial board and its administrative su­
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles 
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe­
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please 
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the 
Editor are the opinions of the writer only 
home is obviously a top priority for Paige 
and Williams. Nevertheless, ignoring 
failure in schools that are the Department 
of Education’s only concern, and 
supplying an environment for an 
eventual mass exodus to private schools, 
will not enhance U.S. education at large. 
When $ 13 million, or more, could fix the 
underlying problem, why not elect an 
organization to manage the money so it 
will be put to use for permanent reforms?
While the Bush administration’s 
focus on educational justice is admirable, 
the voucher program does a severe 
injustice by ignoring deep-seated 
problems taking place in the public 
schools that the government is meant to 
promote. The Education Department 
would be more effective if it cleaned up 
the public school system first and then 
provided alternative options for higher 
education.
In hindsight, $14 million for only 2.6 
percent of District public school children 
and an “experiment” in education could 
have made curative changes in District 
public schools, if managed properly.
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The 
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, 
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later 
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi­
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981 
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-865- 
1202, submit online at www.thecowl.com, 
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or 
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin 
104. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques­
tions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per 
year by mail. Student subscription is 
INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE 
CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO i The COWL, 
Providence College, Providence, Rhode 
Island 02918.
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Honorable veteran: John Kerry’s past respectable
By Shaun E. Adamec ’02
GUEST COMMENTARY
Since graduating from Providence 
College in 2002, I’ve enjoyed keeping 
up with Providence College news by 
reading The Cowl. I was especially dis­
turbed when I read an article in the Jan. 
29, 2004 edition of The Cowl entitled 
"Misadventures of John Kerry’s past.” 
The misinformation, spin, and total un­
truths contained in that article were as­
tounding to me. Unfortunately such ban­
ter is typical in an election cycle, as des­
perate conservatives fight to hang on to 
the final shred of political dignity they 
have left after a failed economy, failed 
national defense policy, and failed envi­
ronmental record has embarrassed their 
party.
Leslie Nevola boldly questioned 
Senator Kerry’s patriotism, using the 
term "Communist” twice in her article 
in reference to Senator Kerry’s activi­
ties. I would be doing an enormous dis­
service to Senator Kerry if I didn’t fol­
low this rhetoric with a response. Ms. 
Nevola refers to Senator Kerry’s “true 
disdain for the idea of ‘fighting for 
America’ and American ideals.” This 
characterization is interesting to me, as 
John Kerry not only volunteered his ser­
vice in the Navy, earned a Silver Star, 
Bronze Star with Combat V, and three 
Purple Hearts for his bravery in combat 
for saving the lives of his crewmates as 
he commanded a swift boat during the 
war, but was also the son of a man who 
volunteered to fly for the Army Air Corps 
during World War II - volunteered!
It is also interesting to me that Ms. 
Nevola was so bold as to refer to Sena­
tor John McCain’s experiences as a POW 
during the Vietnam War, as if John Kerry 
was somehow responsible for John 
McCain’s imprisonment. This rhetoric 
is completely unnecessary and inappro-
www.google.com
Sen. John Kerry served in the Navy and received a Silver Star, Bronze Star 
with Combat V, and three Purple Hearts.
priate. It is important to point out that 
the two Senators are very close friends. 
The two Senators have worked together 
as the US Senate’s foremost advocates 
for normalized relations with Vietnam. 
McCain says of Kerry, “He’s smart, he’s 
tough, and he’s experienced. He has the 
capability [to be President].” When 
asked of John Kerry’s chances in the 
Democratic Primary, McCain noted, "... 
I would be surprised if there’s anything 
in John Kerry’s military background that 
would hurt him.” Senator McCain sure 
does a good job hiding his grudges.
John Kerry had the strength to vol­
unteer for a mission that easily could 
have been life-ending, or life-altering - 
as it was for former Senator Max 
Cleland, a Georgia Democrat that left 
both legs and his right arm on the battle 
fields of Vietnam. Max Cleland was 
demonized by the GOP for his opposi­
tion to the civil liberties—squashing 
Patriot Act, and was compared to Osama 
bin Laden and Saddam Hussein in GOP 
funded television ads for political rival 
and millionaire businessman Saxby 
Chambliss. Max Cleland is one of John 
Kerry’s biggest supporters. Amazing 
how someone so dedicated to his coun­
try, as to literally lose his limbs for it, 
would support a “communist” sympa­
thizer!
Ms. Nevola uses sources like the US 
Veteran’s Dispatch and The Washington 
Times to attempt to make her argument 
more solvent. The U.S. Veteran’s Dis­
patch, which accused Senator John 
McCain of cooperating with his North 
Vietnamese captors during his imprison­
ment in Hanoi, is one of the most dis­
credited and laughed about Veteran’s 
[sic] organizations in America. The Rev. 
Sun Myung Moon and the Unification 
Church own the The Washington Times, 
the most conservative newspaper in 
modern America and a staple for the 
Republican Party. The Rev. Sun Myung 
Moon, who derives his teachings from a 
meeting he apparently had with Jesus 
Christ in Korea during 1935, paid mil­
lions of dollars to North Korea’s com­
munist leaders in the early 1990s when 
the hard-line government needed foreign 
currency to finance its weapons pro­
grams, according to U.S. Defense Intel­
ligence Agency documents. That is The 
Washington Times, which passes itself 
off as legitimate journalism.
I find it difficult to stomach the at­
tacks on a man of such honor as Senator 
Kerry. He has served his country and its 
citizens for the past 40 years, while never 
wavering from his principles. Ms. 
Nevola criticizes Senator Kerry for “us­
ing the Vietnam Veterans Memorial as a 
photo op.” Perhaps she and the rest of 
the Republican Party should review the 
tape of President Bush’s dress-up party 
on the deck of the USS Abraham Lin­
coln, when he declared the war in Iraq a 
“Mission Accomplished.”
The worst part of this “photo op” is 
that prior to this embarrassing and un­
called forevent is President Bush’s prior 
experience with military jets. Instead of 
going to Vietnam, as Senator Kerry vol­
unteered to do, George W. Bush had his 
father get him into The Texas Air Na­
tional Guard. Apparently George W 
didn’t care for it. At least Senator Kerry 
can back up his “photo ops” with real 
life experience and with his dignity in­
tact.
These attacks on Senator Kerry are 
nothing more than a desperate attempt 
at discrediting a more qualified candi­
date. The GOP has started their attacks. 
The American people will respond in 
November. I, and the rest of my com­
munist friends, look forward to it.
Letters to the Editor:
Core curriculum not as useless as it may seem Correction on Dean’s platform
As a first year chemistry teacher, I 
hear from many students that they will 
never need the material I teach and 
would rather not waste their time learn­
ing it. I have now only begun to under­
stand what must be a constant frustra­
tion for my former professors at PC 
when students grumble about the use­
lessness of the core curriculum, as writ­
ten by Michael Futia ’04, “Too many 
Cores Too Little Direction” (Jan. 22).
I made it out of PC’s core alive and 
so too will Michael Futia. I took both 
my core requirements and those of a 
Chemistry and Secondary Education 
major. I was lucky to be interested in a 
field with specific defined career options 
to be found post graduation, but I never 
once doubted that PC’s core curriculum 
would have a profound effect on my 
learning and teaching once I left the col­
lege.
Some of the most fascinating classes 
I took were those that without the core 
curriculum I would never have had the 
opportunity to experience. I count Dr. 
Lynch’s Dostoevsky colloquium and Dr. 
Trudeau’s Politics class two of them. 
The Chemistry or the Education depart­
ments offered neither and yet they were 
two of my favorite classes at PC. I too 
took classes that often times forced me 
to stifle a yawn, that I was “more or less 
forced to take”. It’s an inevitable part of 
a core curriculum. I grumbled about 
having to take philosophy and theology 
on top of Civ, yet found my courses on 
the Sacraments, and on (believe it or not) 
Aquinas to be both extremely challeng­
ing and interesting. No hair twirling in­
volved.
The bottom line is that within its core 
curriculum PC offers variety. From the 
broadest survey course to the most de­
tailed upper level choice, PC makes its 
courses open to all students. Every non­
science major isn’t forced to take Physi­
cal Chemistry and Histology to fulfill 
Natural Science I and II. I alone decided 
on the courses I used to fufill my core 
requirements, and what I got out of them 
depended on my motives for choosing 
them. I didn’t choose my Theologies 
because they were marathons and pre­
vented me from having an 8:30, nor did 
I choose my social science based on what 
my Poli. Sci. major roommate told me 
was easy. I chose them based on my in­
terests alone.
And Mr. Futia is right, I will say that 
he knew what he was getting into when 
he came to Providence College. Moore 
Hall isn’t hidden on the tour. I will also 
tell him what I tell my high school jun­
iors when they lament the fact that they 
are stuck in chemistry which they find 
useless, yawn provoking, and a place to 
twirl their hair. Science involves asking 
questions and using the limits of what 
you know to begin to question the un­
known. While sometimes it may feel 
that all we ever do is rehash other 
people’s answers to questions we never 
would bother to ask on our own, what 
we’re really doing is building a knowl­
edge base so we know what the unan­
swered questions are, and what other 
information already exists about the an­
swers we seek. Perhaps if Mr. Futia re­
placed the word science with the words 
“A Liberal Arts Core Curriculum,” he’d 
begin to understand the true value of the 
diploma he will obtain in May.
Erin P. Woulfe ‘03 
Ms. Woulfe is a former A&E writer.
In last week’s article, On the Cam­
paign Trail, Megan Welch ’06 articulated 
my support for Gov. Howard Dean’s 
presidential campaign and did an excel­
lent job of explaining the role I have 
played with the campaign to date. How­
ever, the article incorrectly states that 
Gov. Dean supports No Child Left Be­
hind (NCLB) and that this support led 
me toward the Dean campaign.
Gov. Dean does not support NCBL 
for the same reasons I have. It is the larg­
est, unfunded mandate in the history of 
American education. Gov. Dean rou­
tinely criticizes the President for shap­
ing an education bill based on Texas’s 
schools—schools that were among the 
five worst programs in the nation while
Pro-Life march deserves coverage
Thanks to Matt Sullivan ’06 for a 
great article about the PC delegation’s 
trip to the March for Life in Washing­
ton, in which I participated. It’s refresh­
ing to see some coverage of an event that 
often is given little attention in the me­
dia. Heartfelt thanks also to Katie 
McBrine ’04, Katie Cheeley ’04, and Fr.
Respect for Rhode Island’s fallen soldiers
Two native Rhode Islander U.S. 
Army men were killed last week in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, respectively. 
Providence College is also a quasi­
military school because of its excellent 
ROTC program. Therefore, I firmly 
believe that it would be appropriate for 
PC to lower the flag of the United States 
of America to half-mast for a few days 
in honor of these two great Americans 
who gave their lives for our great 
George W. Bush was governor.
Title I, a federal grant for special edu­
cation needs such as after school pro­
grams and classroom-help tutoring ini­
tiative, was drastically reduced because 
of the underfunding of NCLB and the 
Bush tax cuts. Underprivileged students 
are at greater risks of imprisonment, 
early pregnancy, and dropping out of 
school. Gov. Dean saw these problems 
during his tenure in Vermont. His record 
and his integrity on education—among 
other issues—brought me to New Hamp­
shire and sent me on the road to my next 
state.
Mike Raia
Mr. Raia is a former associate 
editor-in-chief
John Paul for coordinating the trip. One 
small correction to the article: the Do­
minican House of Studies is not part of 
the campus of the Catholic University 




After all, the PC Administration raises 
the Canadian flag every year lately on 
July 1st. This is to celebrate Dominion 
Day in Canada, which is honored and 
respected by the Providence College 
community.
Watch your backs, as terrorism is still 
with us. Support our military and God 
bless America.






Bill Murray and Scarlett Johannson team up in Lost in 
Translation, a moving story of loneliness and connection
by Pat Egan ’05 
A&E Staff
Bill Murray certainly does 
not make the same type of mov­
ies that he used to back in the 
late eighties and early nineties. 
 Back then, he 
MOVIE was starring pri- 
REVIEW marily in crazy, 
 slapstick com­
edies like the two Ghostbusters 
films and What About Bob?, just 
to name a few. But over the 
years, Murray has matured. He 
still stars in comedies, but not 
your garden variety, Jim 
Carrey-style comedies. Murray 
now seeks out films that, al­
though funny, are more subtle 
and character-driven. The trend 
started with Wes Anderson’s 
brilliant 1998 film Rushmore 
(Murray was robbed of an Os­
car nomination for his work 
here) and continues right up 
through today with his latest 
performance in writer-director 
Sofia Coppola’s Oscar-nomi­
nated Lost in Translation.
Lost in Translation is a story 
of loneliness and love. The film 
follows American movie star 
Bob Harris (Murray) as he 
spends time in Tokyo shooting 
a cheesy whiskey commercial 
for which he will earn a hefty 
sum of money. Back home, 
though, Bob is stuck in a stag­
nant marriage and now just goes 
through the motions day in and 
day out. He feels alone and 
longs for someone with whom 
he can connect. Jet-lagged and 
unable to sleep, Bob wanders 
down to thehotel bar and meets 
Charlotte (Scarlett Johannson), 
the newly married wife of an 
up-and-coming celebrity pho­
tographer (Giovanni Ribisi) 
whom she already doubts is the 
right man for her. She too feels 
alone. Bob and Charlotte con­
nect. As they travel through the 
nighttime streets of Tokyo, they 
form a unique bond that allows 
them to do something that nei­
ther has done for quite some 
time—they feel.
As the lonely and lost Bob 
Harris, Bill Murray turns in one 
of the finest performances of his 
already highly respected career. 
Murray once again displays his 
comedic expertise, but he also
FOCUS FEATURES
adds layers of warmth and vul­
nerability to his character that 
we have not seen in his previ­
ous work. He doesn’t rely on 
slapstick humor to get laughs in 
this film, but rather on a more 
subtle, clever style of comedy. 
It’s hard to put into words re­
ally, which is perhaps why 
Murray’s performance is so spe­
cial. It’s something that I’ve 
never seen onscreen before, a 
performance in which a 
character’s loneliness is truly 
palpable. Murray’s Oscar 
nomination for Best Actor is 
well deserved. He’s been long 
ignored by the Academy, get­
ting snubbed for his work in 
both Rushmore and 2001 ’s The 
Royal Tenenbaums. But his per­
formance in Lost in Translation 
cannot be ignored. In addition 
to making us laugh, Murray 
makes a connection with his 
audience. We feel his loneliness 
and genuinely want him to find 
something meaningful in his 
life. Maybe this year Murray 
will finally be rewarded for his 
work. We’ll have to wait and 
see.
Scarlett Johannson also turns 
in a fine performance as the 
melancholy Charlotte. Like 
Murray, she makes her loneli-
What about Bob?’. Bill 
Murray stars as Bob 
Harris, a lonely Ameri­
can movie star in Tokyo 
in Lost in Translation. 
Written and directed by 
Sofia Coppola, the movie 
documents Bob’s meeting 
with Charlotte (Scarlett 
Johannson), who under­
stands his lack of feeling.
ness unmistakable. Johan- 
nson’s Charlotte is serene, 
thoughtful, and soft-spoken, 
and she serves as a perfect com­
pliment to Murray’s character. 
She looks at Bob Harris and un­
derstands the loneliness that he 
feels, for she too feels alone and 
isolated. Johannson displays 
great maturity for an actress of 
her age (she’s only in her early 
twenties). Instead of seeking 
out more mainstream fare in 
hopes of achieving celebrity sta­
tus (that is, with the exception 
of MTV’s recent release The 
Perfect Score—she also starred 
in this year’s little-seen but criti­
cally acclaimed Gzr/ with a 
Pearl Earring), she chooses 
roles that challenge her as an
artist. Few other actresses could 
have held their own against Bill 
Murray’s wonderful perfor­
mance, but Johannson manages 
to do very well.
Writer-director Sofia 
Coppola has crafted a wonder­
ful little film with Lost in Trans­
lation. It was made on a bud­
get of only four million dollars 
over the course of four weeks, 
but has garnered as much criti­
cal praise as films of epic scope 
and size, like Master and Com­
mander: The Far Side of the 
World and The Lord of the 
Rings: The Return of the King. 
Coppola’s direction is near 
flawless. She captures the en­
ergy of the Tokyo nightlife as 
well as the intimate relationship
FOCUS FEATURES 
forged between her two pro­
tagonists. Her creation is one 
of the finest films to hit screens 
this year, and it just might win 
Best Picture come Oscar night.
Lost in Translation is defi­
nitely a different film than oth­
ers that you may find in theaters. 
It’s quiet and deliberately paced. 
The plot is simple and the ac­
tion of the film is entirely char­
acter-driven. Nonetheless, it’s 
one of the better films that 
you’re likely to see this year and 
it boasts what could be the best 
performance of Bill Murray’s 
career. It’s already out on video 
and DVD, so check it out. 
You’ll be glad that you did.
GRADE: A-
Best Actor
Johnny Depp (Pirates of the Carribbean) 
Ben Kingsley (House of Sand and Fog) 
Jude Law (Cold Mountain) 
Bill Murray (Lost in Translation) 
Sean Penn (Mystic River)
2004’s Oscar Contenders--------------------
Best Actress
Keisha Castle-Hughes (Whale Rider) 
Diane Keaton (Something’s Gotta Give) 
Samantha Morton (In America) 
Charlize Theron (Monster) 
Naomi Watts (21 Grams)
Best Picture
The Lord of the Rings: Return of the King 
Lost in Translation
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Picks
\ The Plague 
By Albert Camus
by Sean Robertson ’05 
Asst. Circulations Manager
Albert Camus’s greatest work, and 
a long time favorite of mine, The 
Plague, examines the condition of 
man in isolation. A second coming 
of the bubonic plague has left the 
small town of Oran and all of its 
inhabitants cut off from the outside 
world. The story follows a handful 
of characters for the duration of 
the epidemic, probing their 
thoughts and emotions. Perhaps 
the epitome of existentialist 
thought (sorry Sartre), Camus's 
tale takes us into the depths of 
human emotions and leaves us 





w \ Le Trou 
Directed by 
Jacques Becker
Based on a true story, Le Trou, is 
the tale of five French criminals 
and their plot to escape from 
prison. The lack of a musical 
score, the confined spaces, use 
of unprofessional actors, and the 
sharp contrast of the black and 
white cinematography, creates a 
sense of inclusion in the story. 
The beautifully simple plot line 
allows the viewer to connect with 
the characters on a deeper level. 
The inmate’s deep desire for 
freedom coupled with the 
uncertainty and deceit of their 
relationships provide for a 
suspenseful and thrilling tale that 
leaves you in awe.
Perhaps better know as the band 
that does the “Woo Hoo” song, 
Blur is one of the few survivors of 
the Brit-Pop invasion of the mid­
nineties. Though critically panned 
upon release and virtually buried 
under the success of other albums 
such as Parklife and Blur, Blur’s 
second effort is arguably their 
most creative work. Tracks such 
as “Pop Scene” and “Advert” play­
fully poke fun at the success of 
the British pop bands, while the 
tracks “Chemical World” and 
“Sunday, Sunday” provide a more 
edgy style that lure you in with 
catchy hooks but barrage your 
senses with chaotic melodies. 
Overall, Modern Life is Rubbish is 
one of the most solid albums I’ve 
heard, and it warrants a listen.
Urban Elements
From the womb to the tomb
The greatest hip-hop label of 
1990s was Rawkus Records. Sure, they 
weren’t as big as Bad Boy, as popular as 
Def Jam, or as cheesy as No Limit, but 
they were by far the most noteworthy 
presence in recording during the mid to 
late 90’s. Just take a look at the artists 
that have been affiliated with Rawkus: 
Eminem, Mos Def, Talib Kweli, El-P, 
Big L, the High & Mighty, Kool G Rap, 
Pharoahe Monch, Skillz, Common... 
The list is endless and impeccable. I 
mean, who can compete with that? After 
eight years in existence, however, 
Rawkus called it quits last week.
Started in 1996 by college students
Brian Brater, Jarret Mayer, and James
Murdoch, Rawkus quickly became a 
force in underground hip-hop. Built upon 
the ideal of promoting independent, 
original hip-hop and allowing for artistic 
freedom from its artists, the label first
gained fame with the release of 
Company Flow’s Funcrusher Plus in 
1997. I remember listening to
Funcrusher Plus for the first time and 
instantly becoming a fan of Rawkus. 
After that, I bought every release that the 
label put out. Lyricist Lounge Volume 1 
was legendary, mixing together a blend 
of unknown emcees alongside greats like 
De La Soul and showcasing some of the 
best freestyles ever put on wax. 
Soundbombing 2 dropped in 1999, and 
instantly became one of my five favorite 
CDs of all time. Mixed by J-Rocc and 
Babu of the Beatjunkies, Soundbombing 
had a Hall of Fame line-up including the 
likes of Eminem, Dilated Peoples, Tash,
and Pharoahe Monch. Plus, the three
www.TheCowl.com
Finding cash for college is child’s play.
Register now and search thousands of scholarships 
worth over $3 billion
by Joe Mavodones ’05 
A&E Staff
seminal independent label Rawkus 
Records, former home of Mos Def, Talib 
Kweli, Eminem, and others, marks the 
end of a hip-hop era. RAWKUS
albums from Mos Def and Talib Kweli: 
Black Star, Black on Both Sides, and 
Reflection Eternal. I mean, what label 
can claim such success over the same 
amount of time? None.
Things started to slump for Rawkus 
around 2000 though, when out of 
nowhere they shut their doors and left 
many of their artists without a label. A
few months later, the label, in search of 
cash to keep up its production, sold its 
rights to MCA. This was the turning 
point for Rawkus. After being sold to 
MCA, and later becoming part of 
Geffen/Universal, Rawkus strayed from 
its ideals and focused more on the 
commercial aspect of things. 
Subsequently, the fans stopped buying 
the albums that were put out. Last month, 
Geffen/Universal opted not to renew 
their deal with Rawkus, leaving them 
without a distribution deal. It’s a little 
ironic that a label once so grounded in 
the independent spirit gets shut down 
after complications with a major label.
With their doors now shut, Rawkus’ 
legacy is indisputable. Obviously, 
nobody can question the quality of the
music that they put out from 1997-2000. 
Yet their legacy is more than just the 
music. Rawkus started and boosted the
careers of so many popular artists today.
Where would Mos Def and Talib Kweli 
be, if it weren’t for Rawkus? In addition, 
the spirit that was promoted by the label 
led to many offshoots, including labels 
like Eastern Conference Records and 
Definitive Jux. The independent, artistic 
vibe that Rawkus encouraged was 
unparallel at the time, and still seems 
invigorating today.
So the next time you wander down 
to the record store, check out a Rawkus 
release and take home your own little 
part of hip-hop history. It’ll be well worth
it.
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Unleashing an entirely different animal
Montreal rockers The Unicorns score a surprise hit with the catchy 
and unpretentious Who Will Cut Our Hair When We’re Gone?
by Dan Devine ’04 
Asst. A&E Editor
The Unicorns
Who Will Cut Our Hair When 
We’re Gone?
AIien8 Recordings
You know that cliche about 
how you can’t judge a book by 
its cover? Well, I don’t buy it. 
I am firmly convinced that your 
initial response 
MUSIC to something is 
NOTE going to shape 
the way you 
think about it. Whether the 
unappealing object is a novel, a 
film, or an Abercrombie-clad 
steakhead, if you’re game 
enough to dive below the 
surface, I bet that nine times out 
of ten you’ll find that your gut 
reaction was right on. Like it 
or not, first impressions matter.
So when I first laid eyes on 
the cover to Who Will Cut Our 
Hair When We’re 
Gone?, the second 
release from the 
relatively obscure 
Montreal band The 
Unicorns, and saw 
what looked like a 13- 
year-old’s C+ art 
midteim, I didn’t hold 
out much hope for 
anything too mature. 
When I pushed play, I 
found out that I was 
exactly right.
And that’s why 
The Unicorns might 
be the best band I’ve 
come across in a long 
while.
Every inch of Who 
Will Cut Our Hair just 
compels you to have fun. It’s 
not The Strokes’s “We’re so 
drunk and our video pays 
homage to Tron” type of fun, or 
The Darkness’s “Z Love The 
’70s wasn’t enough for us”
ironic brand. It’s the kind of fun 
that allows Nicholas Diamonds 
and Alden Ginger to treat their 
liner notes like a high school 
yearbook (choice excerpts: 
“STILL Jenny from the Block” 
A rock ‘n ’ roll 
Never-Never Land-. 
The childish art­
work isn’t a clever 
decoy; on Who Will 
Cut Our Hair 
When We’re Gone? 
(album cover left), 
The Unicorns 
prove that growing 
up is overrated.
and “keep sweet!”) and 
replace the “o” in Our 
with a pumpkin on the 
album’s back cover. 
Indie rock is full of 
serious-as-a-he art­
attack songwriters, and 
some of them are great. 
But sometimes it’s just 
nice to get back to the other side 
of things.
Yeah, Diamonds and Ginger 
sing about ghosts and unicorns 
as much as anything else. Yeah, 
one song (“Inoculate the 
Innocuous”) ends with the lyric 
“Banana helps me unwind / 
Watermelon makes it 
awesome.” With a lot of 
records, that last bit alone would 
be enough to merit immediate 
ejection. But Who Will Cut Our 
Hair is more than good enough 
to make you stick around. The 
instrumentation is fantastic, the 
vocals are pitch-perfect, and the 
songs are all supremely catchy 
(especially the album’s 
phenomenal bookends, the 
opener “I Don’t Wanna Die” 
and the closer “Ready to Die”). 
It makes you want to dance, it 
makes you want to rock out, and 
yeah, it forces even hard-bitten 
critics (like yours truly) to check 
their practiced cynicism at the 
door, get over themselves, and 
just crack a smile. And that 
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Murder by technicality
Incubus’s latest, A Crow Left of the Murder, suffers from self-importance
again with their fifth studio 
album. A Crow Left of the 
Murder.
After a first listen however, 
I must be honest. Although 
Incubus has certainly ex-panded 
their sound on the new disc, (the 
boys have pushed themselves to 
more daring heights both 
sonically and lyrically) the more 
aggressive, unstructured vibe on 
Murder seems to hurt their
Better Left alone: Lead 
singer Brandon Boyd 
(above center) and the 
rest of Incubus return 
with the sonically dense 
and hook-devoid A Crow 
Left of the Murder (right).
music more than advance it. 
While there are indeed some 
moments of brilliance on their 
latest offering, Incubus fails to 
pull these disparate pieces 
together, and the result is a solid, 
but rather unspectacular 
finished product.
Nevertheless, first thing’s 
first: There is a great deal of 
development on this album, 
which is always notable in an 
industry that often relies heavily 
on standard pop formula. While 
Boyd’s lyrics are usually
molded from a tender, more 
delicate substance. Murder 
finds the wordsmith touching on 
more provocative themes. On 
“Made for TV Movie,” Boyd 
croons about the futility of war, 
(“Hello, I’m trying to focus, but 
my eyes deceive me/Focus, I’m 
witnessing history repeating.”) 
and on “Megalomaniac” he 
indicts the brashness of 
authority, threatening to “cut off 
both your wings on principle 
alone.”
While Boyd’s lyrical word
has developed with Murder, so 
has his delivery. His signature 
syncopation has been replaced 
by a more unrestrained delivery, 
and his falsetto acrobatics on 
“Agoraphobia” fill out the 
chorus perfectly. However, the 
melodic sensibility that Boyd 
was beginning to refine on 
previous albums seems to take 
a backseat on Murder, you 
won’t find a “Drive”-worthy 
hook on this one.
Perhaps this is due to Mike 
Einziger’s elaborate guitar
work. His hollow, yet dirty tone 
is everywhere on the disc, and 
the complex riffs that he builds 
make an accompanying melody 
difficult to squeeze out. While 
this intricacy seems especially 
encumbering in the chorus of 
the lengthy “Sick, Sad World,” 
the song has a brilliant 
instrumental breakdown. 
Einziger swirls around new 
bassist Ben Kenney’s backbone 
with spellbinding wah-wah 
effects and fills. The typically 
reserved guitarist even pulls out 
a couple of snarling solos on 
Murder.
However, the best musical 
moment on Incubus’ new disc 
is the stirring yet subdued, 
“Here in My Room.” A spooky 
piano line floats through the 
track along with writhing cello 
notes, as Einziger and company 
fill out the rest. Boyd’s lyrics are 
especially disarming on this 
one: “If the world had fallen 
apart in a fiction worthy wind/ 
I wouldn’t change a thing, now 
that you’re here.”
While there clearly is a great 
deal of substance on A Crow 
Left of the Murder, the density 
of the album detracts from its 
listen-ability. By the time Boyd 
is churning out the final lines of 
the album, (“The ride’s over, did 
you enjoy yourself?”) you have 
to question if the ride ever 
began.
As sad as it may sound, I 
think that Janet Jackson’s 
“unfortunate” “wardrobe mal­
function” during the Super 
Bowl’s halftime show may be 
lingering in my mind longer 
than Incubus’ latest disc.
GRADE: C+
Taste of the Town
with Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Editor
Romantic Restaurants:
a Taste of the Town special edition
Unsure where to make reservations 
for the all-important Valentine’s Day din­
ner? Don’t worry. Taste has got you cov­
ered. Whether you’re looking for an in­
timate, formal, expensive affair or a more 
casual, inexpensive setting, read on for 
a romantic’s guide to Providence dining. 
Don’t forget to make reservations early!
Upscale ($20+ dishes)
The Capital Grille
1 Union Station 
521-5600
This is the quintessential upscale RI 
restaurant. Everyone’s heard about it, 
but unless you were with your parents, 
you probably haven’t been there. It’s 
worth considering for its reputation, but 
it’s also famous for its dry aged steaks 
and large wine selection. It will be a ma­
jor purchase, though, so you might want 
to consider making this dinner your 
Valentine’s Day present to each other.
Mediterraneo
134 Atwells Avenue 
331-7760
One of the nicest restaurants on Fed­
eral Hill is also an ideal dinner spot for a 
big date. The wide selection of classic 
Italian dishes will please any palate, and
the atmosphere feels upscale without 
being quite as expensive as the Capital 
Grille. Federal Hill is also a great area 
for a romantic walk after dinner, full of 
other restaurants, cafes, and shops.
Napa Valley Grille 
111 Providence Place 
270-6272
On any other occasion, I would say 
never, never, go to the mall for a nice 
date. Depending on your tastes, though, 
Napa Valley Grille might be a good place 
to go, especially if transportation from 
PC is a problem for you. The menu is 
seasonal, and often features unique sea­
food dishes as well as chicken, beef, and 
veal. If you’ve never been, Napa Valley




125 Canal Street 
272-3620
This small restaurant has been around 
for many years, and recently went 
through another makeover, with new 
management and a fresh atmosphere. 
The selection is good, with some tradi­
tional dishes mixed in with more unique 
lamb and seafood dishes. This is a res­
taurant where the feeling is a little more 
relaxed and a little less upscale than 
those in the previous caregory, but you’ll
certainly still feel as though you’re treat­
ing yourself and your date to something 
special.
Pot au Feu
44 Custom House Street 
273-8953
This French restaurant is located 
downtown, across from the historical 
Arcade shopping mall. The area feels 
romantic, with cobblestone in the street 
and parts of the sidewalk. It has a more 
intimate feeling than some of the other 
restaurants on the list, and you can sit in 
either the upstairs bistro (slightly more 
upscale) or the downstairs restaurant. It 
also serves meals in either an a la carte 
or package style, so you can pick and 
choose what to have.
Ristorante Romanza 
312 Wickenden Street 
421-5544
Aptly named, this is perhaps the most 
romantic and intimate restaurant on the 
list. It is located in a Victorian-style 
house with warm, roaring fireplaces in 
each room of tables, and the tables them­
selves are spaced nicely from each other. 
The food is very good, and the restau­
rant has a BYOB policy, so you can bring 
your favorite bottle of wine to go with 
your dinner. For a very romantic, cozy 
evening, Ristorante Romanza is your 
best bet.
by Matt Hess ’05
A&E Staff
Incubus
A Crow Left of the Murder 
Sony
I remember the first time I 
ever saw Incubus. It was on 
some late-night WAAF
broadcast back 
in the day when 
Brandon Boyd
still had his ragged dreadlocks, 
and was down with the whole 
spoken verse/rapping thing. He 
even rocked out on a pair on 
bongos as the rest of the band 
wailed away during a frantic 
version of “New Skin,” off of 
the 1999 album. S.C.I.E.N.C.E.
Indeed, Incubus has come a 
long way since that moment: the 
band was catapulted into the 
mainstream with two im­
mensely successful albums 
(1999’s Make Yourself, and 
200l’s Morning View), shot an 
episode of Cribs, and had every 
man, woman, and child in 
America singing about “a 
thousand diamonds strewn 
across a blue blanket.” Hell, 
they're the only band I've ever 
heard of that can successfully 
sample humpback whale 
mating calls.
With their increasingly 
mature approach, and the ability 
to swing effortlessly from style 
to style on their resume, (check 
out the intergalactic. scratch­
laden beat of “Battlestar 
Scralatchtica,” the dreamy, 
hypnotic soundscape of “Are 
You In?” and the searing, riff­
heavy rocker “Circles”) Incubus 
seemed poised to set the 
standard for modern rock once
MUSIC
NOTE
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Black Rep’s Lady sings the blues
April Armstrong shines as Billie Holiday in the Providence Black 
Repertory Company’s Lady Day at the Emerson Bar and Grill
The two sides of Billie Holiday: Although she was loved by many for her unique voice and soulful music, Billie Holiday 
(above) was not always as happy as she seemed. The Providence Black Repertory Company’s new show. Lady Day at the 
Emerson Bar and Grill, portrays Holiday as she was toward the end of her life—dejected and pensive. April Armstrong’s 
performance lends the audience a surprising insight into the complexity of Holiday’s life.
Armstrong must pretty much 
be the whole show (Marcellana 
plays the piano the whole night, 
but in terms of dialogue, he 
only makes a few hasty excuses 
for the ill-fated star’s rash 
behavior) makes her role a 
difficult one. Arm-strong’s 
talented acting skills paired 
with sometimes hum-orous, 
and often shocking choices of 
events from Holiday’s life 
(everything from her father’s 
death to rampant racial 
discrimination to run-ins with 
heroin) create an informative 
and engaging way to 
understand Holiday’s sad 
stardom. Some stretches 
between songs were a little too 
long, however, and my mind 
did wander (not the fault of 
Armstrong’s talent or 
Robertson’s scripting). The 
songs add variety, backing up 
the script well. Armstrong’s 
got the shakes, the attitude, the 
alcohol, and the scratchy 
voice—she starts off the show 
convincingly dejected and by
the end of the night, she’s 
mentally and physically 
deteriorated to almost nothing, 
much like Holiday by the end 
of her life. Though few and far 
between, a small amount of 
hurried lines, fuzzy jokes, and 
flat notes prove to us that 
Armstrong is still only acting— 
she does not completely 
transform herself into Holiday.
Marcellana makes a 
phenomenal contribution as 
Armstrong’s musical ac­
companiment, and the jazzy 
pieces roll off his fingers 
effortlessly. While he takes his 
musical cues perfectly and eases 
the awkwardness brought on by 
his drunken and disoriented 
employer with his talent as a 
pianist, Marcellana’s few lines 
of dialogue are calculated, 
forced and awkward. It's an 
understatement to call him 
merely a talented musician, but 
he doesn’t add much to the 
show by way of his acting.
The new performance space 
that the Black Rep recently
opened happens to go right 
along with Lady Day—the 
jazzy, laid back atmosphere is 
very impressive. It was 
christened just this past January 
by none other than music great 
B. B. King. The front half of 
the venue is adorned with earth- 
toned couches and coffee tables, 
with a few tea lights sprinkled 
throughout to help the dim 
lighting. Further back is a 
tastefully decorated bar area 
(Armstrong incorporates this 
into her performance at one 
point, grabbing an extra bottle 
of whiskey on her friend 
“Emerson”). Drinks are served 
before the show and during 
intermission. In the last section 
of the venue you find the stage 
area—for this show it’s a small 
platform—surrounded by small 
coffee tables, cozy booths and 
a small balcony of comfy 
couches and chairs (my choice). 
While the show isn’t running, a 
classy choice of bluesy music 
plays, and you appreciate just 
how good already great music
can sound in the perfect 
environment. Atmosphere gets 
an A+ for this one. The 
advantage here? We aren’t 
mere onlookers watching 
Armstrong sing on a stage, the 
very venue itself was just the 
type of music cafe that would 
have been appropriate for 
original performance.
Starting in February, the 
performances will be followed 
by live music. You can also 
look forward to a variety of 
public programs—poetry 
readings, jazz nights, and panel 
discussions — scattered 
throughout the rest of this 
school year. As we are a product 
of a different generation, Lady 
Day tells us a story that we 
might not necessarily know— 
one that details not only a heart­
wrenching personal story, but 
one that had and still has 
widespread cultural and social 
impacts on its viewers. Lady 
Day runs through March 7.
GRADE: B+
iQUE VENGAN TODOS A LA 
TERTULIA!
Come to the Spanish coffee hour!
pCUANDO? TODOS LOS MIERCOLES DE LAS 2 HASTA 
LAS 3 DE LA TARDE EMPEZANDO EL 4 DE FEBRERO 
When? Every Wednesday from 2-3 pm starting February 4th.
pDONDE? 310 HARKINS HALL, THE BALFOUR CENTER
Where?
?POR QUE? iPARA PRACTICAR EL ESPANOL!
Why? To practice Spanish!
jSE SIRVEN REFRESCOS!
MODERATOR KATE SERIO 
INSTRUCTOR OF SPANISH




The Weather Advisory Information line can be 
reached by dialing ext 1012. Updated info on 
weather related cancellations and parking 
instructions will be available on this hotline. 
During and after significant snow storms the 
Slavin/Peterson parking lot and the Schneider 
Arena lot will be cleared first. Students will then 
be advised to move their cars from Lot R to 
Schneider Arena and Lot D to Slavin/Peterson. 
After approximately 2 hours students will move 
their cars back to their respective lots.
By Anna Kukowski ’06 
A&E Staff
“Ooh, ooh, ooh / what a little 
moonlight can do,” croons Billie 
“Lady Day” Holiday, in one of 
her many beloved songs that 
American cul-
ture can’t really 
forget. While 
some of these
classic tunes sound deceivingly 
happy and lighthearted, the 
Providence Black Repertory 
Theater paints us the picture of 
the more destitute side of this 
famous star’s life. In its new 
musical, Lady Day at the 
Emerson Bar and Grill by Lanie 
Robertson, we witness a heart- 
wrenchingly powerful start to 
the Black Rep’s new season, a 
season that should prove to be 
completely different—and very 
good—for the company and for 
Providence.
Don’t let the fact that this 
show is labeled as a “musical” 
fool you. There are no elaborate 
sets, no perfected kick lines, and 
no sappy duets. Instead we have 
a small cast of two (April 
Armstrong plays Holiday, and 
Dean Marcellana is her loyal 
piano accompaniment). An 
incredibly small stage houses an 
old-fashioned microphone and 
an upright piano (a good resting 
spot for the booze and the 
cigarettes). Sets and casting are 
completely simple by nature— 
but Armstrong’s tormented, 
biographical monologues com­
bined with some of Holiday’s 
most popular songs create a 
touching portrayal of the 
singer’s life.
The year is 1959, four 
months before Holiday’s death 
by heart failure and cirrhosis, 
and the venue is a small 
nightclub in Philadelphia— 
Emerson’s Bar and Grill. 
Instead of being outside 
spectators to an unfolding plot, 
we are treated like the attendants 
of Holiday’s gig that late night. 
It’s not a happy story. It’s not 
uplifting. And therefore, it’s 
difficult to perform.
Armstrong carries the show 
well, weaving between mono­
logues that describe Holiday’s 
life and the star’s popular songs 






A corduroy duffle bag in the back seat
by Caitlin Murphy ’06 
Contributing Writer
She was lying on her side, breathing 
in, breathing out. There was a small 
stuffed cat wrapped in her arms with 
beaded eyes and a plaid skirt. He knew 
 she had won it at a carnival 
SHORT a couple years ago on the 
STORY  night she had turned 16.
Now she was 19 and her lips 
were full.
There was a small seat next to the bed 
that had a glass of water, a pad of paper, 
and a stubby pencil on it. Her dream 
journal, he thought, as he read “lion... 
telephone booth... copper pennies” in a 
tired scrawl. He moved the glass and pad 
of paper to the floor and lowered himself 
onto the seat as quietly as possible. He 
wondered what she was dreaming about, 
and absently tried to connect lions to 
telephone booths to pennies, and began 
conjuring Dali-like landscapes.
There was a shift in her movement 
as she slept, and he held his breath. He 
attempted to freeze his movements so as 
not to wake her, and the sudden stillness 
made him dizzy. It was from the lack of 
sleep, he knew. Taking on three jobs at 
once, in addition to attending high 
school, was no easy feat.
It was kind enough of Lynette’s 
parents to take him in. He had been able 
to pay them back so far for the essentials, 
such as food and toiletries, with one job. 
But, he knew that one day he would have 
to build his own life as well, without their 
help. A life like that required money.
That reminded him—he pulled out a 
wad of ten-dollar bills and unfolded 
them, counting them slowly. He then 
lifted an old cigar box from under the 
bed, and carefully put a thick rubber 
band around all of the money that he had 
saved. He was very close. There was a 
small apartment across town with stucco 
walls and a thin carpet, but it was cheap 
and would do. Plus, if he bought 
groceries each week for the landlady, she 
would give him a discount. He would 
begin his new life, his new identity, with 
people that trusted him.
It was the lack of trust which 
accompanied his name that had pushed 
him over the edge. His father, long gone, 
and his mother, convicted of felonies on 
various accounts, had made it extremely
JENNIFER SKALA '05/The Cowl
difficult for him to maintain a 
trustworthy reputation with anyone in 
their small town. It had made it even 
more difficult to live under the same roof 
as her, with their explosive fights and 
squalid living conditions. Everyone 
knew everyone, and that meant that 
everyone was quick to judge and quick 
to believe that they knew exactly what 
was going on.
So, it wasn’t a very shocking 
development when the police officer late 
at night in a Pathmark convenience store 
began a verbal war with him, assuming
his worst intentions. As the incident 
escalated, the cashier simply turned the 
other cheek as the officer led him 
through the back plastic double doors. 
He had simply taken the beatings from 
the cop in a back room, walked out of 
the store with a warning to never mess 
with authority again, and started driving. 
He was anxious to drive away from that 
life and his name. All of his 
possessions—-the important ones, at 
least—fit ito one corduroy duffle bag in 
his back seat.
He had driven. And he reached the
ocean, which was dark and silent and 
cold. The waves were the only noise, and 
they scared him, as they continuously 
seemed to crawl up the beach, trying to 
engulf him in the darkness.
He had driven. He reached the desert 
and felt empty and lost, as sand and dry 
dirt threatened his senses. He felt like 
he could die out there.
He had driven and ended up back in 
his small town, tapping on her window 
at 4 a.m. Almost as if she knew, she had 
tip-toed to the window in fluffy white 
slippers and let him crawl in.
“I need a place to stay,” he had 
whispered.
“Ma chambre est ta chambre,” she 
whispered back, crawling back into bed.
He had shifted from one foot to 
another, not knowing if he should take 
the couch.
“That means ‘my room is your room.’ 
We have French first period tomorrow, 
and you have to be awake for it.”
He had smiled as she had rolled over 
and started snoring softly.
It had been six months since he had 
begun living with Lynette that night. 
Despite popular rumor, they had kept 
their relationship completely platonic, 
and the need for that was silently 
understood between them both.
He nudged her slightly now, crawled 
into the bed next to her. “Lynette... 
Lynette...”
“Mmhm, you’re home. Good. Now 
sleep,” she murmured.
“Not tonight, hottie. Up, up, up!” He 
lifted her upwards in her arms, and she 
protested by kicking out her legs and 
hitting his face. “Woah! Settle! We’re 
just going on a little trip,” he soothed 
her.
“Oh, okay,” she smiled and settled 
into his arms, resting her head in the 
crook of his elbow.
He lowered her into his car, and 
placed an afghan from the back over her 
body, then turned the radio on to a low 
volume. He lowered the window, poured 
some bottled water on the windshield, 
and wiped it clear...
Find out where they’re going in 
the conclusion to “A corduroy duffle 
bag in the back seat" 
in Portfolio next week.
Taking a moment to stop and read the candy
by Christine Bagley ’06
Asst. Portfolio editor
Hallmark began promoting the holi­
day the hour after the ball fell in Times 
Square. Catalogs stuffed her mailbox. 
Boxes of chocolates and vases of silk 
SHORT
STORY
roses lined the aisles of the 
pharmacy. Red, red, and 
more red colored the week­
end flyers in the newspaper. 
Early dedications to loved ones echoed 
across the radio waves. Valentine’s
Day—the holiday that could make or 
break you. Another lonely February’ 
14th, thought Dotti.
Since kindergarten—or was it pre­
school—Dotti’s mom would buy those 
cheap cards in flimsy envelopes that 
never stayed closed, usually on the day 
before her class would exchange valen­
tines. (Nothing like waiting for the last 
minute; as if the holiday wasn’t pro­
moted months in advance.) Even if Dotti 
asked her mom to buy the cool valen­
tine cards—New Kids on the Block or 
“My Little Pony” —her mom would al­
ways come home with the store’s last 
crushed box of dolphins and sea friends 
valentines or something boring. 
Valentine’s Day had somehow lost its 
flavor by the third grade.
Every year the class would be given 
the brightest red, pink, or white paper to 
cut out two identical hearts to staple to­
gether along the edges to make an enve­
lope to hold all the cards for classmates. 
Each student would fold the paper in half 
and draw one half of the heart, cut the 
drawn line, and await the result of the 
art piece upon opening the folded pa­
per. Never had Dotti been able to make 
a generic, simple heart. Never had her 
heart patterns matched up either. Of 
course, one couldn’t leave the heart en­
velope plain—glitter, shiny origami pa­
per, and lacy ribbon would be available 
for the students to adorn their artistic 
creations with. Once everyone had 
crafted an envelope, the teacher would 
staple them to a bulletin board, edged 
with some Valentine-theme paper. 
Dotti’s was always the most barren and 
uncreative. She stuck to the basics when 
decorating her heart: colored pencils and 
markers.
By the teacher’s rule, everyone in the 
class had to write out a card for every­
one else in the class, printing their names 
(in the earlier grammar years) or, by sec­
ond grade, in cursive. Then, on the day 
of the party, each child would ‘deliver’
the cards to their classmates’ enve­
lopes. Even if there were 24 kids in 
Dotti’s class, she would never get 
that many cards. Someone had 
always forgotten about her; that 
brunette girl in the back 
row, who rarely spoke. 
The rich kids in class  
would have their mom’s 
buy expensive cards with
trendy themes with envelopes 
that sealed close and were fas­
tened even more securely with 
sticker. Some of their parents even 
splurged for those little candies with the 
words and messages for everyone in the 
class. Dotti was lucky her mom even 
remembered to pick up the last box of 
squashed cards from K-Mart; let alone 
candies or lollipops.
Then, on Valentine’s Day, everyone 
would come dressed in red overalls or 
pink sweaters. Dotti’s mom always for­
got to wash her red and pink attire, so 
she usually just wore her favorite green 
or blue sweatshirt. Even if her red skirt 
was clean, her mother probably would 
have forgotten it was the holiday of 
love’s color, and send her off to school 
in her sweatshirt anyway.
Now, 15 years later, Dotti, in her 20’s,
 faced another Valentine’s Day.
Never had she been 
given a ‘secret ad­
mirer' card or 
anything that re­
motely resembled 
feelings more than a
distant mutuality from her 
classmates. Sadly, her 
fate didn’t surprise her. 
Only twice since her 13th 
birthday had her horoscope 
said anything about ro­
mance and never had a for­
tune cookie remarked on
 any topic that could be ro- 
 mantic. Dotti scoffed at the 
sappy holiday again.
Dotti shrugged off the memories and 
opened a box of those little candy con­
versation hearts she had picked up on 
sale at the convenience store. Popping 
a few into her mouth, she tried to forget 
about her past Valentine’s Days. Maybe, 
just maybe, this year would offer some­
thing new and promising. Dotti pulled 
out a pink candy heart from the box with 
the message: “NOT 2 L8. ” She consid­
ered the message, paused, and popped 
the sweet into her mouth. Maybe it was 
never too late for love...
Portfolio
February 5, 2004 Portfolio The Cowl 17
Poetry Corner
Donnie the Dichotomy
by Chris Fahey ’05
Portfolio Staff
When I can’t figure out what to do, 
I think about how I might not want to.
I complicate everything unnecessarily,
Making more work for myself and my family.
I mean not to make my problems known,
I share about what I care...not to bemoan.
Mixing words and tripping on my thoughts,
I somehow push through impending brain clots.
If I hit a rut in the terrain, I’ll look the other way,
I avoid all controversy by doing only what I “may.” 
Whether or not it’s the right day, it’s my life,
So I’ll woo the crazy girl if she doesn’t show a knife. 
My issues are heard of, and not too complex, though 
My diagnosis needs more than a mere message of text. 
Lucky or not, ready or late, here I quietly come,
Trying to hide my shadow, behind the rising of the sun...
Strain of Distance
by Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff
“Storm over Cappadocia" Courtesy of Cemal Ekin
I have seen love
walking down aisles and well-trod paths:
standing tall and clasping hands;
holding fast beyond dance’s end;
Shedding tears under strain of distance.
I have heard love  
stealing kisses freely given;
muffled by daybreak and closed doors; 
whispering goodnight just before sunrise; 
Shattering under strain of distance.
I have smelled love
baking in the oven;
in mantel-flowers, freshly pruned and watered; 
on napes of necks and dainty wrists; 
Evaporating under strain of distance.
I have tasted love
in candlelit dinners;
on lips moistened by home-brewed iced tea;
on a body revealed after conquest of shame;
Turning bitter under strain of distance.
I have felt love
emanating from within;
deflecting off shields of intended targets; 
falling almost harmlessly to its demise; 
Shivering alone on a winter’s evening.
You all seem that distant.
Seeing “Storm over Cappadocia” 
(a photograph by Cemal Ekin)
by Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff
I saw a photograph in a gallery: 
Weird warped rocks, cascade stone, 
Gullies and scattered mouths of caves, 
A file of cypress tall between the slopes. 
From a distance—gray and silver and steel 
And rumbling shadows —came the clouds. 
A Storm was near the land of Cappadocia. 
What was it like from that high place? 
Looking down on that holy place, wild place, 
From such a peak?
After the click-tick of the shutter,
Did the desert wind burgeon to cool heavy air?
Did the man seek ancient shelters?
Did rain fall hard and swift?
And when the thunder falls broke and the shocking light fell 
Did he hear a silent word, spoken as from vigil light, 
And listen then with all and all his might?
Freshmen Come join The Friars Club ATTENTION STUDENTS:
Coffee House:
Wednesday, February 11 
at 7pm in Aquinas Lounge
PROFESSOR CHAIKA NEEDS SUBJECTS FOR 
A STUDY ON HOW COLLEGE STUDENTS 
SPEAK. HE IS LOOKING FOR FOR SPEAKERS 
FROM THE SOUTH, MIDWEST, THE NORTH­
WEST, THE SOUTHWEST, AND THE BOSTON 
AND PHILADELPHIA AREAS. THE TASK IS 
TO READ TWELVE SENTENCES.
PLEASE CALL 1-401-455-3943 IF YOU 
ARE INTERESTED.
Interviews:
Tuesday, February 17 and 
Thursday, February 19 from 
5-9 in Upper Slavin
A • >».' -1 X -r





Although the 2003 application process did yield considerable success. Valentine's Day 2004 is approaching and this 
lady of love finds herself living the single life once again, looking for a strapping young lad to treat her well. So, 
without further ado the second annual search for a boyfriend is underway...
(First Name) (Last Name) nickname ?
Age (we've raised the limit to 18):
IM Screen name:____________________
(if your "SN" is just your name plus your date of birth, you’re lame, and you can just stop filling this out. Thanks.)
HEALTH REVIEW
1. Do you smoke? (circle one)
2. Any other addictions?
3. To illegal substances or gateway drugs?
4. Are you addicted to love?
Yes No
BACKGROUND CHECK
1. Chivalry is not dead, gentlemen. What is your stance on opening doors for lady friends?
2a. Do you use catsup or ketchup?
2b. Is there a difference? (Seriously, I’ve always had a bone to pick here, but don’t worry, the answer to this 
question won't affect your chances for hire) ___________________________________
3. If I was to catch you walking in between classes, you would be walking from...
Civ to Ray
b. Art to music (creative stud, you...)
c. I don’t walk to class. In fact, I stopped going to class. But I’m getting really good at playing Madden.
d. If you choose ‘C’ then you’re an idiot.
a.
4. On a Saturday night you are most likely...
a. Passed out in a puddle of beer in an off-campus basement
b. Waiting in line at Prime Time
c. Out on a hot date with me
d. Downloading music, procrastinating on that paper that you stayed in to work on, drinking a Heineken and 
eating Tostitos (ehem, like seriously, who does that?)
5. If you were to give me something on Valentine’s Day what would it be? 
Flowers and candy 
A phone call 
A spot on your fantasy football team
None of the above. I’d like to be a lot more creative, thoughtful, and caring than that. 






6. If you were sharing a nice romantic evening by candle light, what music would you pick to accompany the date?
a. Best of Barry White
b. Monster Ballads!!
c. Now That’s What I Call Music Volume 10
d. Phish Live (all 10,000 concerts you have bootleg copies of)
PERSONAL STATEMENT
All right, Gentlemen, here is your opportunity to show me why you and I would be a pretty sweet match. In 250 words or less explain why you are the most 
qualified applicant to fulfill the position of above-mentioned BOYFRIEND. Use the back of this sheet or feel free to attach a word-processed document.
APPLICATIONS WILL BE REVIEWED IN THE ORDER THAT THEY ARE RECEIVED.
PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORMS TO FRIAR BOX 0312 OR DROP OFF AT MAL BROWN 203.
DISCLAIMER: FOR THOSE MALES NOT READY TO COMMIT TO A FULL-TIME RELATIONSHIP, PART-TIME HOURS ARE AVAILABLE 
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The PC Scoreboard




Junior — Kingston, Ontario
Wykes paced the Friars, claiming first in the 3,000 
meters with a time of 7:58.70 at the Terrier Classic at 
Boston University on Jan. 31. With his performance, 
Wykes qualified provisionally for the NCAA’s.
Kim Smith
Women’s Track
Junior — Auckland, New Zealand
Smith set a new PC record in the 5,000 meters with a 
time of 15:18.54 on Jan. 30 at the Terrier Classic at 
Boston University. Smith’s performance was also the 
second fastest time ever run by a collegian.
Scores
Monday 1/26
Men’s Basketball vs. Georgetown W 65-50
Wednesday 1/28
Women’s Basketball at Boston College L 76-42
Friday 1/30
Women’s Track at Terrier Invitational 




Men’s Swimming and Diving vs. Vermont 
Women’s Swimming and Diving vs. Vermont 
Women’s Basketball vs Seton Hall
Men’s Hockey vs. UMass-Lowell
Men’s Track at Terrier Invitational
Women’s Track at Terrier Invitational









Men’s Basketball vs. Seton Hall




Men’s Basketball at Virginia Tech 





Men’s Hockey at Boston College 7 p.m.
Saturday 2/7
Men’s Basketball vs. Syracuse
Women’s Swimming and Diving vs. Sacred Heart





Men’s Hockey at UMass-Lowell 
Women’s Hockey at Maine 





Women’s Track at Boston University Tri Meet 




Men’s Basketball at Villanova 




Men’s Big East Standings
Big East Overall
Team W-L Pct. W-L Pct.
Pittsburgh 6-1 .857 20-1 .952
Providence 5-1 .833 14-3 .824
Connecticut 6-1 .857 18-3 .857
Notre Dame 4-2 .667 10-6 .625
Syracuse 3-2 .600 13-3 .813
Seton Hall 3-2 .600 13-4 .765
Miami 3-3 .500 13-7 .650
Men’s Hockey East Standings
Hockey East Overall
Team W-L-T Pts. W-L-T Pts.
Boston College 12-1-2 26 20-3-3 43
Massachusetts 11-3-2 24 15-5-5 35
Maine 11-4-1 23 19-6-1 39
New Hampshire 7-5-3 17 15-9-3 33
UMass-Lowell 5-8-1 11 8-17-3 19
Merrimack 4-11-3 11 9-16-3 21
Providence 3-8-5 11 11-9-6 28
Boston Univ. 4-9-2 10 8-10-6 22
Northeastern 2-10-3 7 7-13-4 18
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Flat Friars flop in Big East Conference play
by Steve O’Keefe ’05
Assistant Sports Editor 
&
by Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff
The Providence College Men’s 
Basketball team had two games last 
week and they were performance that all 





ranked No. 23 
Friars had their 
first truly disap- 
the season in a
lackluster 55-46 loss to Seton Hall on
Sunday, Feb. 1 at the Dunkin’ Donuts 
Center.
PC’s inept offensive effort, combined 
with a physical and defensive minded 
Pirate squad, earned the team the dubious 
distinction of the lowest point total by a 
Big East team this season.
Aside from junior Ryan Gomes, who 
registered 28 points and 13 rebounds, the 
Friars managed a woeful 18 points. 
Gomes poured in 20 second half points 
to keep Providence within striking 
distance, but the rest of the team 
contributed only 6 points over the games 
final 20 minutes.
Junior Rob Sanders, who has not 
played since he broke two fingers on Jan. 
3 against the University of Virginia, was 
the second leading scorer for PC with 
only five points.
“They [Seton Hall] are an outstanding 
team. What they do is they really guard 
you,” commented Head Coach Tim 
Welsh. “Tonight their defense really 
bothered us. We had seven turnovers the 
first seven minutes of the game. We 
never got into an offensive rhythm.. .Our 
offense just never got in sync today and 
give their defense a lot of credit.”
Besides lacking the balanced scoring 
they have become accustomed to, the 
Friars usually aggressive zone failed to 
create easy scoring opportunities to 
jump-start the anemic offense.
“Our defense did not really create 
anything for us, that is why we switched 
to man to man to try to create some 
offense. We needed some offense,” 
added Welsh. “We did not have that 
swagger that we have had over the last
PETE TAVIS '05/The Cowl
Senior guard Sheiku Kabba scored 13 points in Providence’s 69-57 loss to 
Big East opponent Virginia Tech.
three weeks. Somehow we were playing 
back on our heels and sideways instead 
of attacking and that really has not been 
our look.”
The loss snapped Providence’s six 
game winning streak and stopped the 
Friars from possibly winning six straight 
in conference, something that hadn’t 
been done since 1986-87.
The locker room after the game was 
a mix of disappointment and disbelief.
“Look at this,” Gomes said to senior 
Sheiku Kabba reading off the most 
disappointing statistics. “That is not us.”
“It’s just a loss,” said Sanders. “We 
will bounce back.”
Specifically, the Friars uncharacter­
istically failed to connect on many of 
their three point attempts. PC shot an 
abysmal 17.4 percent from behind the 
arc for the game, including an astounding 
nine percent in the second half.
Especially disturbing was the lack of 
production from the backcourt. Kabba, 
sophomore Donnie McGrath and 
freshman Dwight Brewington combined 
for only three assists, compared to six 
turnovers. The starting guards registered 
a total of just eight points, while 
connecting on two of 14 three-point 
attempts and only three of their 21 shot 
attempts.
“We took a loss, that’s all,” said 
Kabba. “We were going to lose one. 
We’re not going 15-1, 14-2 in this 
league. They played good, we didn’t.”
“They got us speeded up a little 
bit...Today, when we did not run we 
were too speedy in the half court we took 
quick shots, we were trying to attack off 
balance,” commented Welsh. “They got 
us today, but we will learn from it. We 
will go back to work tomorrow and get 
ready for another week.”
The Friars produced another subpar 
effort on Wednesday, Feb 4 in a 69-57 
loss at Big East doormat Virginia Tech, 
who snapped a five game losing streak.
PC was plagued by foul trouble 
throughout, with both senior Marcus 
Douthit and junior Tuukka Kotti fouling 
out of the contest.
The plethora of personal fouls 
produced the key stats of the game—free 
throws attempted and made. The Hokies 
took 27 more foul shots than PC—33 to 
6—and connected on 20 more—24 to 4. 
The 20 point differential on the line 
proved too much for Providence’s 
sputtering offense to overcome.
Yet again PC’s offense relied heavily 
on Gomes, who led the Friars with 18 
points. Only Kabba joined Gomes in 
double figures, tallying 13 points.
The other negative trend that carried 
over from the Seton Hall game was the 
inability to connect from the outside. PC 
again shot below 30 percent from behind 
the three-point line, at 29 percent.
The loss is Providence’s second at 
Virginia Tech in the past two seasons, 
and in both games Bryant Matthews 
inflicted most of the damage, while 
outplaying the more heralded Gomes. 
Matthews registered a double-double, 
pouring in 23 points to lead all scorers 
and snatching 10 rebounds.
Coleman Collins provided the Hokies 
with a second scorer, totaling 21 points 
and nine rebounds.
The losses drop PC to 14-5 overall 
and 5-3 in the Big East. Virginia Tech 
improved to 9-10, including a 2-6 mark 
in Conference play.
The Friars need to find their shooting 
touch on the offensive end and, just as 
importantly, their energy on defense if 
they expect to beat a struggling Syracuse 
team on Feb. 7 at the Dunk.
CLASSIFIEDS
Apartments for Rent Earn Money
2004-2005 Apartments for Rent
Pembroke Ave near PC. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd floors. 3 
or 4 large bedrooms, new kitchen appliances, stove 
refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas baseboard heat, 
and gas hot water, new bathrooms. Secure area 
with lighted parking. $1200 per month.
Call 274-7763.
Want to be seen by over 
4,000 people each week?
THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS!
Contact The Cowl at 401-865-2214 
about advertising your busniess in the 
classified section!Apartments for Rent:
Several 3, 4, and 6 bed recently renovated apartments 
available now or for June 2004. Houses on Oakland, 
Pembroke, Pinehurst, and Tyndall. Many have new 
baths, hardwoods, parking, laundry. Some available 
with phone, cable, and high speed internet jacks in 
every room. Call 952-0966 or 742-4000 for details.
Make Money Taking Online Surveys
Earn $10-$ 125 for Surveys
Earn $25-$250 for Focus Groups
Visit www.cash4students.com/ripc
#1 Spring Break Vacations! Cancun,
Jamaica, Acapulco, Bahamas, 
Mazatlan, Florida, SPadre. 110% Best 
Prices! Book Now & get Free Parties 





2-6 bedrooms Dishwasher, laundry facilities, alarm 
system, parking. Students welcome Pembroke, Eaton, 
and Oakland Streets A must-see!
Please call Jim at 247-2129
Spring Break ’04 with 
StudentCity.com and Maxim 
Magazine! Get hooked up with Free 
Trips, Cash, and VIP Status as a 
Campus Rep! Choose from 15 of the 
hottest destinations. Book early for 
FREE MEALS, FREE DRINKS and 
150% Lowest Price Guarantee! To 
reserve online or view our Photo 
Gallery, visit www.studentcity.com or 
Call 1-888-SPRINGBREAK!
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Women’s basketball walks the plank
by Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff
The Providence College 
Women’s Basketball team 
suffered its seventh consecutive 
Big East loss this past Saturday 
 falling aga- 
WOMEN’S inst Seton 
BASKETBALL  Hall, 66-49 
at Alumni 
Hall. But the Friars certainly 
didn’t go down without a fight.
“We carried out our game 
plan of a percentage game and 
a sagging man to man defense,” 
said Head Coach Susan Yow. 
“But the big difference was they 
hit more shots than we  did and 
didn’t turnover as much.”
PC did play an even 
percentage game against the 
Pirates, with both teams 
shooting around 43 percent. 
Providence shot a better 
percentage than Seton Hall from 
behind the arc, connecting on 
three of eight three-point 
attempts, while the Pirates only 
made four out of 16. Even so, 
Seton Hall managed to shoot 
almost 20 more shots than the 
Friars and made half to earn the 
win.
Offensively, the Friars game 
ran into trouble with the team 
turning the ball over 21 times consistently to move ahead of 
on the afternoon. According to 
Yow, this has been the team’s 
“Achilles’ heel” throughout the 
season.
“We just keep going through 
the offenses at practice,” said 
freshman guard Jill Furst­
enburg. “We want to limit our 
turnovers and work hard to 
learn how each other plays.”
KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl
Freshman Kris Baugh brings the ball upcourt against pressure from a Seton Hall defender.
While PC did have a few 
good runs, at one time coming 
within five points of the Hall, it 
couldn’t seem to keep it going
the Pirates.
“Today was a great opp­
ortunity for us,” said Yow. “But 
we just couldn’t get over that 
hump. There was not enough 
back to back play, which 
affected the outcome.”
Junior forward Gayle 
Nwafili led the Friars with 11 
points and eight rebounds,
while Furstenburg and senior 
guard and leading scorer Kristin 
Quinn each added 10 points.
While Providence holds a 
13-4 advantage against Seton 
Hall at Mullaney Gym, the 
Pirates have swept the past three 
games there, winning the two 
games against the Friars last 
season in similar fashion.
PC only has nine games left 
on the season, all of which are 
Big East Conference games, 
and the upcoming contests will 
prove to be some of PC’s
toughest competition. Included 
in the schedule are nationally 
ranked No. 4 Connecticut— 
which is also in first place in the 
Big East, in addition to No. 23 
Notre Dame. On Wednesday, 
the team’s opponent is West 
Virginia, which has posted a 6- 
2 record to be in second place 
in the Conference.
PC went into the Big East 
ranked 14th out of a total of 14 
teams and Yow believes they 
will finish in that slot.
Even though the team may 
be the last in the pack, Yow isn’t
excepting of anything but the 
best from her players and she 
believes that they’re giving it 
their all in the games.
“We really want to keep 
things positive,” said Yow. “It’s 
hard to give it your best and not 
win. We’re working really hard 
and [the girls] are giving us 
what they have but it’s just not 
enough.”
Although the team is still 
concentrating on improving this 
season, the freshmen— 
especially point guard Kris 
Baugh, Furstenburg, guard 
Janell Fabor, and forward 
Shauna Snyder—are gaining 
some valuable experiences that 
will prove important for the 
team in the years to come. 
Baugh and Furstenburg each 
started against Seton Hall, and 
Fabor and Snyder each saw 
minutes coming off the bench 
for Yow.
“We’re really working hard 
and we’re excited for the next 
seasons, but we still have to play 
in this season,” said Furst­
enburg. “It’ll be good for us 
though, and we all have a great 
relationship off the court as 
well.”
“The experience for the 
freshmen class is invaluable for 
future success,” said Yow. “But 
you just hate it for your senior 
class because it’s their last 
games.”
So as the team’s season 
winds down they’re continuing 
to work hard and are ready to 
jump on that next opportunity 
for what would be the team’s 
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Men’s hockey jumps back in the Hockey
Friars: 1-1 vs UNH
continued from back page 
of regulation, but with a 
convincing 5-2 result, PC was 
clearly the better team on the 
day.
In what was arguably the 
team’s strongest all-around 
performance of the year, there 
was much indication that things 
are finally falling into place for 
a squad that has been plagued 
by inconsistency.
Another stellar display by 
freshman forward Sonny 
Watrous—who has scored all 
six of her goals in the last six 
games— earned her Hockey 
East Rookie of the Week 
accolades,which is her second 
player award in three weeks. 
Jana Bugden’s phenomenal 
pageantry between the pipes has 
continually kept her team in the 
game. She stopped 66 shots in 
the two recent battles against 
UNH.
Karen Thatcher commented 
on PC’s performance of late. 
“We’ve generated much more 
offense than we have all year,” 
she said. “We’ve made a lot of 
good offensive plays. It just 
looked like people were a lot 
more aware of wha: they were 
doing. [The 5-2 win] was 
definitely our strongest 
performance of the year.”
KRISTIN ELLIS ’05fflie Cowl
Freshman left wing Bill McCreary scored a goal and registered one assist in Providence’s 3-2 
triumph over Hockey East opponent UMass Lowell. His efforts earned him First Star of the 
game accolades.
though the Friars’ golden 
opportunity to tie things up had 
passed. Following a Lowell 
turnover, however, winger Jeff 
Mason picked out freshman Bill 
McCreary racing down the left 
side, and McCreary drilled a 
slap shot past Yaros for the 
shorthander that knotted things 
up.
Head Coach Paul Pooley 
pointed to McCreary’s strike as 
the definite turning point of the 
game. “It was huge,” he said. 
“Our power play has been 
decent, but we’ve been making 
some bad decisions and giving 
up shorthanded goals. To not 
capitalize on our power play but 
then get a great goal by 
McCreary was excellent.”
Describing his goal, 
McCreary said, “We were 
definitely looking for 
something at that point. Jeff 
Mason gave me a pretty good
“Going into this weekend, 
coming off a win against UNH, 
gives us a lot more confidence,” 
she added.
Head Coach Bob Deraney 
echoed his player’s thoughts, 
particularly on this week’s win. 
“We played extremely well 
[and] made a lot of 
opportunities. I think we 
systematically broke them 
down. I firmly believe that the 
way we played on Sunday is a 
good indication of the future of 
this team this year. I think we 11 
do a lot better job of having 
people in situations where 
they’ll be a lot more 
productive.”
With the Friars’ record 
currently at 8-11-2 overall and 
4-3-1 in the Hockey East, and 
more games against division 
powerhouses like Maine and 
UNH on the horizon, 
performances like Sunday’s 
must become a regular feature 
of the team’s play if league and 
tournament championship 
dreams are to be realized.
“Every game’s a playoff 
game now,” explained Deraney. 
“Every game we play is really 
going to have playoff 
implications. Our destiny’s in 
our own hands, and that’s why 
there’s a sense of urgency.” 
pass and I fired it past the 
goalie.”
With that, the momentum 
shifted in Providence’s favor 
and it was at 4:11 of the third 
period that the Friars tallied a 
well-deserved winning goal. 
“----------------------------------
The last few games have 
been close games, and 
we’ve had a lot of ties. 
We’re looking to learn 
how to play with a lead, 
and if we continue to 
hold onto our leads in 




McCreary rounded off his 
star of the game performance 
with an assist, finding classmate
Friars split with Catamounts
SWIMMING
& DIVING
Men’s team wins 
final home meet 
of the season; 
women’s senior 
meet Saturday
by Larry Harvey ’05 
Sports Staff
The seasons are winding 
down for both the Men’s and 
Women’s Swimming and 
Diving teams. On January 31, 
the Friars com­
peted in their 
final home 
meet of the 
season against the University of 
Vermont. The men’s team 
trounced Vermont 162-42, 
while the women’s team put 
forth a good effort, but was 
edged out 126-117.
The men’s team dominated 
by capturing first place in every 
event, including two relays.
Seniors Patrick Kavanagh 
and Bryan Flynn won two 
individual events each, as did 
freshman Jeff Vollero. 
Kavanagh finished first in the 
200 meter freestyle and 400 
meter freestyle, while Flynn 
won the 100 meter backstroke 
Tony Zancanaro open in the 
right slot, and Zancanaro’s well- 
taken wrister found its way into 
the top corner to secure the win 
for PC.
“Our line was really buzzing 
all night,” Zancanaro observed. 
“For the goal, Billy [McCreary] 
and Colin [McDonald] were 
cycling in the corner, and Colin 
found me in the slot and I just 
was able to finish it.”
Providence junior goalkeeper 
Bobby Goepfert, reigning Big 
East Defensive Player of the 
Week, piled up 28 saves to 
record his 10th victory of the 
season, as the Friars ended up 
outshooting the River Hawks 
33-30.
The win puts the Friars on 
11 points in conference play, 
which ties them for fifth in the 
conference. It also marks their 
third win in the last four games 
after a seven game winless 
courtesy of sports information
Senior Pat Kavanagh captured first place in the 200 meter 
freestyle and the 400 meter freestyle events to lead the Friars 
to a 162-42 victory over the University of Vermont.
and 50 meter freestyle. Vollero 
took the 100 meter butterfly 
event and the 200 meter 
individual medley.
Senior Patrick Frazen also 
grabbed a first place finish in his 
final home meet by winning the 
100 meter breaststroke. Other 
winners on the day included 
freshman Brian Parker and 
classmate Andrew Zockoff who 
captured first place in the 800 
meter freestyle and 100 meter 
freestyle, respectively.
The women’s team had some 
impressive finishes despite their 
narrow loss.
Freshman Anne Nemeth 
won both the 100 meter
East pack
streak.
“The last few games have 
been close games, and we’ve 
had a lot of ties,” commented 
McCreary. “We’re looking to 
learn how to play with a lead, 
and if we continue to hold onto 
our leads in the third period, we 
should keep improving.”
Boston College still seems to 
be the bogeyman for this 
Providence team, however, and 
Friday’s result was further 
evidence of this fact. The 
team’s matchup in Rhode Island 
two weeks ago ended in a 
narrow 2-1 overtime victory for 
BC, and the rematch in Chestnut 
Hill also failed to yield a 
favorable result for the Friars.
Two goals in the first eight 
minutes made it a game of 
catch-up for Providence, which 
entered the affair winless in 
their previous eight conference 
games.
“We just got off to a bad 
start,” Pooley explained. “You 
can’t go two goals down at 
Boston College and expect to 
win. We did have some chances 
when it was 2-0, but we couldn’t 
capitalize.”
Junior David Cacciola 
finished with 29 saves in a 
losing effort, and the Friars were 
outshot 33-14 by the Eagles, 
who are currently ranked 
second in both national polls.
As they enter the home 
stretch of conference play, 
Pooley knows his team must 
stay focused.
"We have to take care of 
business to move on," he said. 
“That's all we can be worried 
about at this point—our 
business and nobody else’s.”
The coming week will see 
the Friars visit Boston 
University on Friday before a 
rematch with UMass-Lowell in 
Massachusetts on Sunday.
“These games are big,” said 
Zancanaro. “We're close to BU 
and Lowell in the standings, so 
we need to win these next two 
and move on from there.” 
breaststroke and the 200 
individual medley, while 
classmate Katelyn Flynn 
grabbed a first place finish in the 
100 meter butterfly. The Friars 
other first place finish came 
from junior Jamie Modon- 
Cohen, who won the one meter 
diving competition.
The men completed the 
regular season with a 5-3 
record, but still have the Metro­
politan Collegiate Champ­
ionships and the ECAC 
Championships to look forward 
to. The women’s team, currently 
5-5 on the season, has its final 
meet of the season this Saturday 
against Sacred Heart.
by Kevin O’Brien ’07 
Sports Staff
It was a split week for the 
Providence College Men’s 
Hockey team, as a 2-0 loss at 
nationally ranked No. 2 Boston
College on
Friday and a 3- 
2 home win 
over UMass-
Lowell on Saturday gave the 
Friars an even 1-1 record. The 
results run PC’s record to 11 -9- 
6 overall and 3-8-5 in 
conference play, and also marks 
three wins in the last four games 
for a Friars team that is looking 
to get back into the thick of the 
Hockey East race.
Saturday’s win proved to be 
a great bounce-back game for 
PC, which was able to 
overcome a 2-1 second period 
deficit to defeat Lowell. A 
power play goal by freshman 
Chris Chaput at 4:50 into the 
first period gave the Friars a 1 - 
0 advantage, but Lowell was 
able to equalize through a 
power play goal of their own 
later in the period. With that, 
the momentum shifted towards 
the visitors, who were able to 
rack up a 14-6 advantage in 
shots in the first stanza of play.
It wasn’t until the beginning 
of the second period that the 
River Hawks were able to make 
good on their shooting 
advantage, but when they did, 
they did so quickly. A second 
power play goal a mere 20 
seconds into the second period 
saw the Friars fall behind 2-1, 
and this set the stage for the 
game’s turning point.
With a two-man advantage 
after successive hooking 
penalties for Lowell, 
Providence went on the 
offensive, but was held at bay 
by some spectacular saves from 
River Hawk’s goaltender John 
Yaros.
A roughing penalty on senior 
Peter Zingoni turned the tables 
and gave the visitors their own 





Lady Friars split wild weekend with Wildcats
by Pat Brown ’05 
Sports Staff
As the dust settled at the end 
of last season, a single point in 
league standings elevated 
Providence to the rank of 
champions and 
WOMEN’S relegated the 
HOCKEY University of 
New Hamp­
shire to the status of runners-up. 
In subsequent playoff action, it 
was a lone goal in the final 
match that allowed PC to retain 
the title of victors and once 
again forced UNH to take 
consolation in being second 
best.
Almost a year later, it’s 
become obvious that the 
Wildcats are neither in a 
forgiving nor forgetting state of 
mind.
This past weekend marked 
the first head-to-head action 
between the two teams since the 
2003 Hockey East Tournament 
championship game, in which 
the Friars battled their way to a 
narrow 1-0 victory.
With pride, revenge, and, in 
all probability, this year’s 
league championship at stake, 
these matches were shaping up 
to showcase a veritable clash of 
the titans. Much to the delight 
of players, coaches, and 
spectators alike, they did not 
disappoint, with the teams 
splitting a wild weekend—New 
Hampshire triumphing first 
over the Friars with a 4-3 
victory, and Providence gaining 
revenge with a 5-2 victory the 
following day.
Part one of the grudge 
rematch got underway 
Saturday, deep in Wildcat 
territory. Though PC faced the 
daunting task of lacing up 
against a UNH team that was
Friars have banner day capturing numerous NCAA berths
by Steve O’Keefe ’05 
Assistant Sports Editor
Junior Kimberley Smith is 
quickly putting together a 
historic season for the 
Providence College women’s 
indoor track 
INDOOR team. And I 
TRACK mean quickly.
On Friday 
Jan. 30, Smith captured first 
place in the 5,000 meters at the 
Terrier Invitational at Boston 
College, with a time of 
15:18.54. Smith’s time was the 
second fastest time in the 5,000 
meters ever by a collegian, 
falling closely behind that of 
Villanova’s Sonia O’Sullivan’s 
record time of 15:17.28 set on 
Jan. 26,1991. Her performance 
shattered the previous PC 
record in event, held by Marie 
McMahon (15:42.71) since 
1996.
In the process of adding her 
name to the record books, Smith 
automatically qualified for the 
NCAA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships in the 5,000 
meters.
“I was really happy with the 
race I ran,” said Smith. “I did 
not think I would run as well as 
I did, but it was a very nice 
surprise. Running the second
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Left: Junior Rush Zimmerman scored a 
goal to give PC the lead in the third period 
of Saturday’s 4-3 loss to the University of 
New Hampshire.
Above: Senior Darlene Stephenson assisted 
on junior Christina Redmond’s goal in the 
second period of Providence’s 5-2 victory 
over the Wildcats on Sunday at Schneider 
Arena.
undefeated in conference play, 
they showed no signs of 
intimidation as they jumped out 
to an early first period lead. 
Senior Kelli Halcisak opened 
the scoring in the fourth minute, 
after being set up by sophomore 
Karen Thatcher.
With the score tied 1-1 going 
into the third period, both teams 
came out firing on all cylinders. 
Junior Rush Zimmerman 
regained the lead for the Friars 
on the power play, finishing off 
a lovely tic-tac-toe sequence, 
which also featured senior 
Darlene Stephenson and 
freshman Sonny Watrous.
The Wildcats responded 
emphatically, however, netting 
three goals in five minutes. 
Junior Ashley Pay ton would cut
TIM O’DOWD/Trackshark.com
Junior Kim Smith recorded 
the second fastest time ever 
by a collegiate athlete in the 
5000 meter event, capturing 
first place in the event at the 
Terrier Invitational.
fastest time in the world was 
great.”
“Kim getting so close to the 
collegiate record, the NCAA 
collegiate record, was a brilliant 
run,” said Head Coach Ray 
Treacy. “There is no doubt that 
she will have another stab at the 
the deficit to 4-3 after pouncing 
on a rebound off a Halcisak 
slapshot. With less than a 
minute to play, PC pulled 
sophomore goalie Jana Bugden, 
but despite a flurry of menacing 
activity in front of the UNH 
crease, Providence would skate 
away empty-handed at the end 
of the day.
After being forced to admit 
defeat the previous day, the 
Friars returned to Schneider 
Arena on Sunday with the sole 
intention of returning the favor. 
In what is quickly becoming a 
signature style of their play, PC 
once again beat their opponent 
to the scoresheet.
Sonny Watrous slipped the 
puck through the Wildcat 
netminder’s five-hole just 31 
record at the NCAA meet. To 
beat the former [PC] record 
holder in the race was an added 
bonus, I suppose. She is well 
on her way, I think, to be the 
favorite to win the NCAA 5,000 
meters at this stage, and she is 
well ahead of everybody else.”
Smith’s first record per­
formance of the season came in 
the 3,000 meters at Brown 
University on Saturday Jan. 17. 
Her first place time of 9:04.90 
marked the fastest time in the 
world this season in the event. 
The next closest time still falls 
1:15 behind Smith’s incredible 
result. With that effort, she 
automatically qualified for the 
NCAA Championships in the 
3,000 meters.
“It was a good race as well. 
I was very happy with how I 
ran,” commented Smith. “I did 
not know my fitness level at 
that stage of the season [prior 
to the race], but after I ran I 
knew I was pretty fit.”
For her efforts, Smith earned 
trackshark.com’s Athlete of the 
Week accolades.
While Smith headlined the 
meet, plenty of other Friars 
turned in productive runs.
Fellow junior Mary Cullen 
will join Smith at the NCAA 
Championships in the 3,000 
seconds into regulation, 
following a deliciously dynamic 
display of puck movement from 
Zimmerman and Stephenson. 
UNH responded with a tally of 
their own a few seconds later, 
but would not register another 
goal until the dying seconds of 
the third period.
Kelli Halcisak’s team­
leading 12th goal of the season 
at the end of the first session 
opened the flood gates of the 
Friars’ offense, as the home side 
proceeded to wreak havoc on 
their opponents for the 
remainder of the game.
Freshman Kristen Porter 
pushed the score to 3-1 as she 
redirected a loose puck home on 
the power play, tallying her first 
collegiate goal for PC. On the
meters after she captured 
crossed the line first in a time 
of 9:14.58 at Boston University. 
"  --------------------
Overall, it was probably 
one of the best meets, 
indoor meets, in a few 
years. It was a big, big 
weekend. It always is. 
This meet is traditionally 
our first big one of the 
season and they came out 
firing on all cylinders, 
and I was very pleased 
with that. It looks well 
for the rest of the season.
Ray Treacy
-------------------"
“Mary’s run was great, to get 
an automatic qualifier run, and 
it was a personal best indoors for 
her,” added Treacy. “She is one 
of the top five or six in the 
country right now at 3,000 
meters and we will probably run 
her at 5,000 meters at the Big 
East [Championships] to see 
how she does there.”
Additionally, senior Lisa 
Cappello placed ninth (9:34.82) 
in the 3,000 meters to 
provisionally qualify for the 
NCAA’s.
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penalty kill two minutes later, 
Stephenson provided a lovely 
feed to junior Christina 
Redmond, who was lurking at 
the top of the slot. Redmond 
made no mistake and fired a 
one-timer into the back of the 
net with authority.
Providence rounded out 
their blistering barrage early in 
the third period, as the lethal 
line of Watrous-Zimmerman- 
Stephenson delivered a final 
blow to the Wildcats. After a 
goalmouth scramble, Watrous 
somehow squeezed the puck 
past an outstretched net- 
minder.
UNH would tally a con­
solation goal towards the end
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The men’s squad was led 
by junior Dylan Wykes, who 
captured first place in the 
3,000 meters with a time of 
7:58.70, provisionally 
qualifying to compete in the 
NCAA Championships in the 
event.
“Dylan’s run was a 
breakthrough run for him, 
really,” commented Treacy. 
“To beat the personal best for 
him and to get the NCAA 
qualifying time and be ranked 
fifth in the country right now 
is a tremendous achievement 
for him.”
Classmate Liam Reale 
crossed the line in a time of 
1:49.91 to earn a fifth place 
finish in the 800 meters.
“Overall it was probably 
one of our best meets, indoor 
meets, in a few years. It was a 
big, big weekend,” reflected 
Treacy. “It always is. This 
meet is traditionally our first 
big one of the season, and they 
came out firing on all 
cylinders, and I was very 
pleased with that. It looks well 
for the rest of the season.”
The Friars will compete 
this Saturday at the Boston 
University Tri Meet.
